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Personal history 
Family events 


Note: The Geo. W. Maher Quarterly 
continues with the architect's family 
after his death, also items about his 
buildings, plus, in this issue, two po- 
ems composed in the popular style 
of the earlier 20th century. 


George Maher died at the family’s 
summer residence near Douglas and 
Saugatuck, Michigan, in September 
1926. After that, his widow Elizabeth 
and her niece Violet Wyld left for 
Europe where they stayed for several 
years. The Maher house at 424 
Warwick Road in Kenilworth, Ili- 
nois, was rented. George and 
Elizabeth’s Lake Michigan property 
was sold. Elizabeth’s father, Alden 
Brooks, went to live with his daugh- 
ter Frances and her husband Arthur 
Wyld in Winnetka. 


George willed possessions and money 
to members of his family. In 1954, 
Violet Wyld wrote to lawyers about 
Maher’s will. Alice Bright wrote 
back: 


Pursuant to your request, we have 
examined the file on the Estate 
of George W. Maher. Under the 
terms of Mr. Maher’s will, he be- 
queathed his personal effects to 
Elizabeth B. Maher, his wife; the 
sum of $4,000.00 to Mary E. 
Hooker, his sister; the sum of 
$10,000.00 to Philip Brooks 
Maher, his son; and the residue 
to his wife, with the request that 
the wife and Philip Brooks 
Maher take care of his daugh- 
ter.* Elizabeth B. Maher and 
Philip Brooks Maher were ap- 
pointed Executors. The Inventory 
filed showed a checking account 
with a balance of $453.00, stock 
in the University Clubhouse val- 


ued at $200.00, and a Lake F 
_ Dates/events 


Shore Athletic Club membership 
valued at $350.00. There were 
various other stocks included in i 
the Inventory and listed as worth- 
less, including 4,000 shares of 
Rampart Hydraulic Mining Com- 


Maher's 
Patten Gym- 
nasium 
(1908-09) in 
the snow, 
January 14, 
1926. Cap- 
tion reads: 
"A snow cap 
and a snow 
muffler was 
all the 
young man 
in bronze 
who guards 
the portal 
was wearing 
when the 
picture was 
taken at the 
end of the 
snowstorm 
just before 
sunset. He 
clutched his 
football a 
bit tighter 
and gazed 


Ehataday, Saematy It, Tot 


noon sun by a queer trick cast two large crosses in shadow 


straight 
ahead. The 
late after- 


on either side of the entrance of Northwestern university 
gymnasium. The square tower of the new Garrett Biblical 
Institute is shown at the extreme right." The bronze sculp- 
ture was by Maher's brother-in-law, Hermon MacNeil. 


eprint an ern inmates 


1926. Julius Rosenwald, wealthy Chicago North Shore resident, Sears Roe- 
buck executive, pledged $3 million for a Chicago industrial museum. This 
would become the Museum of Science and Industry (postcard view shown 
above) in the restored and rebuilt Palace of Fine Arts from the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition. George Maher was an early advocate for saving the 
building designed by Charles Atwood of D.H. Burnham & Co., Chicago. 
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[ ] 
Dates/events 

1927. Philip H 
and Madeleine | 
Maher contin- | 
ued to be listed | 
inthe Chicago | 
Social Register. | 
They were liv- | 
ing at44 Cedar | 
Street on | 
Chicago’snear | 
north side. | 


pany also listed as 
worthless. The Inven- 
tory listed the fol- 
lowing real estate: 


Maher's Patten Gymnasium (1908-09) for Northwestern University from the Evanston 


157 E. Erie Street, North Shore Graphic, November 2, 1927. With this caption: "A healthy mind requires a 


eee and sta: healthy body.' To such an ideal is this building dedicated. This attractive view of Patten 
ee: Gymnasium on the Northwestern university campus was taken at the beginning of the 

Pianeta iAlleeon present year." Evening News-Index photo. 

County, Michigan, 

with bungalow and house for caretaker. peach =o a 

The Final Report of the Executors showed that Excerpts from 

the personal assets were insufficient, so that In Saugatuck by F.W. Greiner 


money bequests and all expenses of settlement 
had been paid by Elizabeth B. Maher person- 
ally. It also indicated that the real estate in 
Cook County was valued at $40,000.00. The 
attorneys for the estate were Chapman, Cutter 
& Parker. 


“How dear to my heart are the scenes of my childhood; 
When fond recollections present them to view;” 
The pond, and the creek, and the lake in the wildwood, 
The deep flowing river, the Kalamazoo; 
In Saugatuck. 


In today’s decade-by-decade inflated dollars, the The church and the schoolhouse that stood on the hill, 
$40,000 valuation for the Kenilworth property on The “bayou” up the river, the old Douglas bridge, 
Warwick Road would be about $900,000. That's That long-since-demolished, the old Johnson mill, 
multiplying by 23 or so times, the multiplier being And all the dear landmarks on flats and the ridge, 
based on information seen in USA Today. A more In Saugatuck. 

conservative multiplier of 14 from an article titled 


“Very Rich” in 1997 would make the $40,000 The apples and peaches, the melons and berries— 


Maher property worth $560,000 in 2002 dollars. The best of their kind that the lord ever made— 
Either way, the 1893 house and garden or yard So juicy and sweet, and O, the good cherries! 
was valuable. The Erie Street property, which was They put any others way back in the shade, 
just off Michigan Avenue would have been even In Saugatuck. 
Dear friends, my readers, does this remind you 
Dates/events Of people and places on Memory’s Walls, 
3; : True friendships of childhood that still remain true? 
; if hi- ; . 
127, hs Wosfern. dreniteets anatch Does it touch a sweet chord in Memory’s Halls 


tectural magazine, continued to show 
more and more period-style houses. 


Meanwhile, an American kee ee aa Source: Early Memories of Saugatuck, Michigan, 1830-1930, May 
ropean-inspired modernism emerged... Francis Heath, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., Grand Rapids, Michi- 
May issue: 41st Chicago architectural ex- gan, 1930. 


hibition at the Art Institute of Chicago. 


Of Saugatuck? 
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Howard Shaw, Architect 
by Agnes Lee 


Remember? We, the city, shall remember, 

When living leaves of summer downward bend 
To kiss the leaves of stone on his carved lintels, 
And his white pillars through the dusk descend. 


For he made wood to feel and stone to dream. 

Out of the rock, lightly as blooms a flower, 

His sensitive hand evoked the spell? Remember?— 
He is our silver spire, our lighted tower. 


Remember? We, the city, shall remember, 
Thankful to art that, since all arts began, 
Now and again stand out against oblivion 
The features of a building or a man. 


Note: Shaw, a more conservative architect, died 
May 6, 1926; he was 57. Nobody wrote a poem 
about George Maher. 


Erratum: In our last issue, for who knows what rea- 
son, other than self-reliance for accuracy, I wrote 
Charles Van Doren Shaw instead of Howard Van 
Doren Shaw. 


Source: originally in Poetry, July, 1926; found again in Pencil 
Point, December 1928. check again. 


ing sketches for the Gary City 
Hall, which I did in a traditional 


1 : manner, no doubt influenced by my 
Dates/events As ye bereadin George — European experience. The design 
1929. The Western Architect, June issue: Maher's letters froma was well accepted by those in 


sanitarium in Wauwatosa, 
he and Bess were looking 
for ways to secure their 


charge, and we proceeded to com- 
plete working drawings and start 
construction, which I supervised 


Maher’s concrete shaft-head house (shown 
above) in Ishpeming, Michigan, is shown. 
It’s an illustration for an article titled “Con- 


crete in Architecture” by W.E. Hart. money. They must have myself. 
August issue: A competition for a memorial accomplished this, be- 
to George Rogers Clark at Vincennes, Indi- cause she had enough Obviously here, Philip mixed refer- 
ana, was anounced. Maher’s brother-in-law money to take care of be- ences to time just before and after his 
Hermon MacNeil would be chosen as sculp- SEES father’s death. The Michigan archi- 
tor in 1930. , _ tectural school is the University of 
Philip Maher remained in  yfichigan architectural school in Ann 
Chicago. Inhisunpub- —_ Arbor, where Philip studied before 
more valuable. Using either of these . lished autobiography, he — World War I. Construction ofthe _ 
multipliers, we can see that Maher MEE Gary City Hall began in 1928. Philip 
was also generous with his sister would continue doing architecture 


I often thought it was most fortu- 
nate that I had decided not to re- 
turn to Michigan Architectural Sources: Autobiography, Philip B. Maher, 
School ashadI done sol would not Kenilworth, Illinois, March 21, 1978, 

have been as well prepared to take amended April 16, 1979. Letter from Efiza- 


beth Wyld, Skokie, Illinois, January 28, 
charge of the office as I had to do. 1991. Letter to Violet Wyld, Kenilworth; 


Mary and son. His widowed sister alone. 


Mary and her three children had been 
a continuing concern for Maher. 


The asterisk in the will was written in 
ink by Violet Wyld, who was sur- 


i ea Recre At that time operating as George from Sidley, Austin, Burgess & Smith, attor- 
BUISCe, DOM BUS 0562 Ue eee W. Maher & Son we were prepar- neys, Chicago; signed by Alice M. Bright, 
tioned as daughter rather than niece. March 5, 1954. 
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Hurley House, River Forest, Illinois. Above & at just below. GWMQ. 


Architecture 
from Philip 
Maher 


* Neil and Mary Hurley House, 914 
Ashland Avenue, River Forest, 


Illinois, 1925. 


One of 10 buildings on the 2002 
Wright Plus tour May 18 in the 
adjoining Chicago suburbs of Oak 
Park and River Forest will be a house 
designed by Philip Maher. He did the 
house at 914 Ashland Avenue in 


Below left, Bich! House; below right, 
Schager House, both Wilmette, Illinois. 
Both are minus their original entrances. 


River Forest in 1925 for industrialist 
Neil C. Hurley and non-industrialist 
Mary (Sullivan) Hurley. Actually, 
Philip had already done the house in 
1923 for other people, the Schagers 
and the Bichls in Wilmette, Iflmois. 
The three houses were suburbs away 
from each other, the Hurley House 
being on the western edge of Chicago 
and the Schager and Bichl houses in 
the first of the North Shore suburbs 
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after Evanston. 


The house is, the Hurley 
and Schager/Bichl houses 
are, in the mostly French- 
inspired style Philip 
favored early in his long 
career. The dominant 
feature of the Hurley 
exterior is the arcaded 
entrance. Otherwise, there 
are prominent rectangular 
chimneys like the ones his 
father used. A relative told 
me once that she could 
pick out Maher houses by 
their chimneys which she 
thought could be handles 
for dropping the houses 
onto their sites from above. 
Another echo of George is 
the rectangular mass itself. 
The exterior material is 
brick set several ways. I 
haven’t been inside the house. 


What about the mimicking? 
Mary Schager, widow of 
Edward Schager of the large 
extended Seng family, of which 
Dorothy Schager and Helen 
Bichl were members, recalls 
driving by the Hurley House in 
the 1940s. “He (Edward) said 
an architect had copied— 
done—the house. It was unautho- 
rized. The architect didn’t have 
permission to do it.” Her comment is 
my reason for attributing the Hurley 
House to Philip now. As members of 
the Maher/Brooks family will tell 
you, and as some of his associates 
have said in interviews, Philip often 
played faster and looser in his 
personal and architectural lives. So, a 
certain amount of disregard could be 


expected. However, barring contrac- 
tual exclusivity, a house design is in 
its maker’s mind. Creative architects 
typically progress from one building 
to the next. George Maher varied his 
flat-fronted plastered house for years. 
He did two of these for members of 
the Parmelee family; both are in 
Kenilworth, Illinois, just a few blocks 
apart. I recently visited the Charles 
and Clara Parmelee house for the first 
time, and there will be more about it 
and the other Parmelee House, the 
one for Edward and Nellie, in the 
next issue. A new building by Frank 
Gehry, the architect of today in the 
United States and in other places 
(notably Bilbao), for Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland is a 
variation on his Spanish Guggenheim 
museum. What Philip did for the 
Hurleys was combine elements of his 
Schager and Bich] houses. 


Why the mimicking? We’ll bet the 
Hurleys were driving about and saw 
the Schager and Bich! houses and 
wanted one of their own. At that 
time, they lived at 308 North Linden 
Avenue in Oak Park. The Hurleys 
and Sengs were Catholic families, so 
I thought they might be related, even 
at a distance. Mary Schager said not. 


The Hurleys were rich. Born in 
Galesburg, Illinois, in 1870, Neil 
attended Brown’s Business College 
there. He became president of the 
Hurley Machine Co., which he was 
when the Ashland Avenue house was 
built. He and Mary Sullivan married 
in 1906. They had three children, a 
son and two daughters. Neil belonged 
to the Knights of Columbus and a list 
of clubs, Chicago Athletic, Union 
League, Midland, Chicago Golf, Oak 
Park Club, Oak Park Country. 


The Hurley Machine Co. made 
washing machines, ironing machines 
and vacuum cleaners at a factory in 
Chicago. Their No. 1 product was the 
Thor electric washing machine. (See 
ad from a Chicago city directory at 
right.) Dealers were located all over 
Chicago and its suburbs. I’ve never 
seen one. Various sightings on the 
web offer more explanation. One at 
“About” details the history of such 
devices. About the Thor, the writer 


“HURLEY 


Everyone S iho hs has a THOR. 


og te first THOR ELECTRIC WASHING MACHINE wax made 
af thousands that 


them under safe and sanitary: 


ie sieithboe has THOR nek soils 
shat the tanks oF here ; fhe oe nearest 


piel eee chee OR SHOP closest you / 
arrange for « convincing hom ae ee 


MACHINE. COMPANY 


And after you do, refer back to this 


says: “The first electric-powered 
washing machine (the Thor) was 
introduced in 1908, by the Hurley 
Washing Machine Company of 
Chicago, Illinois. Alva J. Fisher was 
the inventor. The machine was a 
drum type with a galvanized tub and 
an electric motor, for which a patent 
was issued on Aug. 9, 1910 (US 
patent #966677). For anyone who 
would like to take this farther, there 
is Hurley family correspondence in 
the archives of Notre Dame Univer- 
sity, South Bend, Indiana; the Notre 
Dame web site gives some informa- 
tion. (More: this is more Hurley 
family business history to look at 
well, but not here except to say that 
in 1927 Neil quit being president of 
the Hurley Machine Co., and Edward 
Nash Hurley Jr. became president.) 


The Hurley House is on the National 
Register of Historic Places, but no 
architect is listed, I’m informed by 
Pleasant Home researcher Peg Zak. 


Sources: Bichl, Schager house profiles/ 
history, Geo. W. Maher Quarterly, July- 
September 2000. Chicago City Directory, 
1923. Letter from Peg Zak, Brookfield, 
Illinois, August 2001. Phone conversation 
with Mary Schager, March 12, 2002. River 
Forest, a Suburb of Chicago, Albert L. Hall, 
Forest Publishing Co., River Forest, Illinois, 
1937. Who’s Who in Chicago, 1931. Wright 
Plus tour brochure, sent me by our indexer 
Carol Kelm, Oak Park—thanks to her. 
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Media/books 


Architecture in 
popular culture 


¢ Obscurance. Even in the obscure 
novel The Tattooed Countess written 
in 1924 by Carl Van Vechten, George 
Maher has a small offstage part. 
Gareth Johns, 17, plans, as part of a 
bigger plan, to leave Maple Hill, 
Towa, and attend 

the Universityof 
Chicago. "The ze 


much, indeed, of sportsman's luck in 
everything that went on there that 
Wall Street was prone to impress him 
as a kind of glorified Monte Carlo, 
the Circassian walnut cabinets in 
each office, stored with liquors and 
tobacco, supplying the place of the 
bar, while the Stock Exchange made 
an excellent substitute for the salle de 


jeu." And, a few pages later on page 


113, this: "They were sitting in Mr. 
Lorillard's private office, panelled to 
the ceiling with Circassian walnut, 
richly grained and polished, their 
chairs and the desks of the same 
wood, standing ona blue 


and yellow Chinese 


. . . * en. = y st tu fe 
University, with e 'Tatt ooed 
its recent endow- : zs In another Van Vechten 
net we on novel, Parties, we read 
mat a [4 romantic wel sith Happy ending | this on page 65: 
es on ae ae ros "Rosalie Keith lived 

5 : in the East Thirties 
students from all in an old house re- 
the states of the modelled in what is 
middle west, so quaintly called the 
vee Van ‘modern’ style, with 

echten, WO was electric lights em- 

born in Cedar bedded in Lalique 
Bods elles . Z vases, Circassian 

e o Saas | Tivew York Alfred « A - Knopt walnut shelves on 
ek . rom the MCMXXIV various levels tricked 
Frederick Gates | out wna 
a Maher client ; ot popeesen 

and the Wiener 

for an early 20th century house in Werkstatte, Madagascar birds 
Montclair, New Jersey. The novel, set fashioned from horn..." 


in 1897, has numerous references to 
the 1893 world's fair in Chicago. It 
also has a generous description of 
gardening in the 1890s, gardening 
that sounds like Maher's landscaping, 
with cannas and other vintages now 
somewhat popular again. 


Sources: The Tattooed Countess (A roman- 
tic novel with a happy ending), Carl Van 
Vechten, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1924. 


° Circassian walnut or not? Again 
from Carl Van Vechten, this time 
from his novel Firecrackers. Here he 
mentions Circassian walnut, a wood 
specified by Maher and other archi- 
tects for houses of the earlier 20th 
century. In Firecrackers, the wood is 
in offices not houses. Character Paul 
Moody, who is that, decides to go 
into business in New York, and Van 
Vechten describes: "There was so 


We found ourselves asking what 
Circassian walnut really was after a 
recent visit to the Hager House 
(1913-14) and its new owners in 
Waukon, lowa. There we saw blue- 


prints 
showing 
one of the 
: é second- 
CHAM BER floor bed- 
a § TOOmS 
eomenerimmema $= marked by 
CARCASSIATE WALNUT < Maher: 
"Birch fin- 
ished. (or 
Detail from Hager House — comma) 
blueprints. Undated. Circassian 
walnut." 


Maher called the room a "chamber" 
rather than a bedroom...to be pursued. 


Sources: Blueprints, Hager House, Waukon, 
Iowa, undated. Firecrackers ((a realistic 
novel), Carl Van Vechten, Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York, 1925. Parties (Scenes from Con- 
temporary New York Life), Carl Van 
Vechten, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1930. 


More on Silsbee 
mentoring 


We've found or refound two articles 
on Joseph Silsbee, the last employer 
for George Maher before he opened 
his own architectural office. Why 
have I found these now? Again, from 
Carl Van Vechten, this time from his 
The Blind Bow-Boy: "Everything 
comes to him who waits might be a 
trite proverb, but experience had 
taught her that it was a true one." 
"Her" is one of the characters, of 
course. She 
believed 
that: 
"People 
who were 
always 
seeking 
never 
found." 
Anyway, I 
found these 
two Silsbee 
articles be- 
cause I was 
looking for 
information 
on Henry- 
Russell 
Hitchcock, 
the architectural historian who wrote 
about many aspects and most fully 
about Frank Lloyd Wright. In looking 
through a book dedicated to him, I 
found an article about Silsbee which 
led me to another, Both have men- 
tions of Maher, and one has a draw- 
ing Maher did for Silsbee. This is for 
the Chicago Telephone Building. 
We'll have more on these articles in 
the first issue of our new Popular Ar- 
chitecture at the end of 2002. 


Maher sketch for 
Silsbee's Chicago Tele- 
phone Company build- 
ing. Inland Architect. 


Sources: "The Early Work of Joseph Lyman 
Silsbee," Thomas J. McCormick, from In 
Search of Modern Architecture, a Tribute to 
Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Helen Searing, 
editor, The MIT Press, Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, 1982. "Silsbee: the Evolution of a 
Personal Architectural Style," Susan Karr 
Sorell, Prairie School Review, Vol. II, No. 4, 
Ath Quarter, 1970. 
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Henry-Russell 
Hitchcock and 
(not) Maher 


In his In the Nature of Materials, 
Henry-Russell Hitchcock (1903-87) 
fails to mention George Maher. He 
gets close, though, in his section on 
Joseph Silsbee, employer of Maher, 
Frank Lloyd Wright and George 
Elmslie. We recently came across a 
1982 essay about Hitchcock, in 
which we read, in the footnotes, that 
he was an opera fan, sometime house 
remodeler (for the James Thrall Soby 
House, Farmington, Connecticut, 
1936), "a dashing figure" who 
dressed well. Hitchcock was born in 
Boston and educated at Harvard, 
which could account for his limited 
knowledge of the wider group of Chi- 
cago and midwestern architects. 


Sources: "Henry-Russell Hitchcock: 
Architectura et Amicita," Helen Searing, in 
In Search of Modern Architecture, see pre- 
vious item. In the Nature of Materials, 
Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Da Capo Press, 
Inc., New York, republication, originally in 
1942. 


Maher in Highland Park 


Highland Park, American Suburb at 
its Best: an Architectural and His- 
torical Survey, with Philip Berger as 
editor and Henry X. Arenberg as pho- 
tographer, has photos and short de- 
scriptions of George Maher’s houses, 
the Smith and Rudolph houses men- 
tioned elsewhere in this issue, and 
also the Lamborn House, Bingham 
House and the Scarborough House. 
Specifications: 96 pages, Highland 
Park Landmark Preservation Com- 
mittee, 1982. 


Also a media event 


Miss USA in Gary 


I may be the only person who 
watched the Miss USA show in 
March to see Gary, Indiana, and 
works by the Mahers. Certainly I'm in 
a minority. Gary contracted to host 
the show, which is owned by CBS 
and Donald Trump, and features se- 
lection of a young U.S.A. woman to 
be in the Miss Universe show. We 


client portfolio, GWMQ collection. 


didn't see as much Maher architecture 
this year as last, but there was Philip's 
City Hall (1927-29). We saw it as a 
fast-glimpse part of high content vi- 
sual presentations by various city of- 
ficials. 


Places 


Highland Park, Illinois 


Client, associate obituaries 

A fine service on the World Wide 
Web is the obituary listing and recov- 
ery of the Highland Park (Illinois) 
Public Library. We found obituaries 
for Maher clients in Highland Park 
and a colleague on the library web 
site, and then ordered ‘ 
copies for $2 each. To 
go to the obituary site, 
use: 
www.highlandpark.org/ 
obits/obitrquest- 
form.html 


¢ Emil and Fannie 
Rudolph. They were 
George Maher clients 
for a particularly fine 
house (1907) in High- 
land Park. Now made 
bigger, it's particularly 
fine in its massing, the 
delicacy of its win- 
dows and the excellence of the motif- 
rhythmed interior. 


# oe 
Smith Ho 


Emil died in Chicago in March 1941 
"after an illness of eight days." He 
lived in his Maher house until 1922 


Rudolph House, Highland Park, Illinois. Drawing by Lawrence Buck from a Maher 


use, Highland Park, Illinois. Western 
November 1909. 


when he moved to another suburb, 
Lake Forest. About him, the newspa- 
per said: "He was 85 years old and a 
pioneer in the development of Chi- 
cago through his profession as an en- 
gineer and surveyor." 


Fannie died at 86 in May 1946. Her 
obituary said little about her. The 
Rudolphs had two daughters, two 
sons, four grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 


Sources: "Emil Rudolph, Pioneer Surveyor, 
Passes Away," Highland Park Press, March 
6, 1941. "Funeral Rites for Mrs. Fannie 
Rudolph," Highland Park News, May 16, 
1946. 


¢ Robert E. and Leanore Smith. The 
Smiths were Maher clients in 1906. 
The story here is about the Smith's 


fens 


Architect, 


son. He was also Robert E. Smith, 
young and visiting a friend in Des 
Moines, Lowa, in summer 1933. 


Robert E. Smith, 26, only son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Smith of 333 
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Kenilworth Assembly Hall (1907), with elm tree through 
the entrance, from the North Shore Graphic of October 
26, 1927. Caption reads: "Kenilworth still holds its 
public meetings beneath a tree as was the old American 
custom, for the Kenilworth Assembly Hall is built 
around a tree, as this unusual photo shows." Photo, 
Evanston Evening News-Index. 


Maple Avenue, Highland Park, 
was killed in an automobile acci- 
dent at Des Moines, Iowa, late Sat- 
urday night. His companion, Will- 
iam L. Read, 25, son of Ralph 
Read, general counsel of the Rock 
Island Lines, whom Mr. Smith was 
visiting, was seriously injured. 


The story continues: "He had lived in 
Highland Park since he was 2 years 
old, and loved his home and this 
community." Robert was employed in 
his father's business, the J.P. Smith 
Shoe Company. 


Source: "Robert E. Smith Dies in Auto Acci- 
dent in Des Moines Saturday," Highland 
Park Press, July 6, 1933. 


* Robert Seyfarth. Seyfarth worked 
for George Maher from . He died 
March 1, 1950, in Highland Park 
where he had lived for 39 years. 
We'll have more about Seyfarth in 
another issue. 


Source: "Seyfarth" under 
obituaries, Highland Park 
Press, March 9, 1950. 


Kenilworth, Illinois 
Restoration contracts 
for the Kenilworth As- 
sembly Hall (now 
called the Kenilworth 
Club) have been 
awarded for landscap- 
ing and art glass conser- 
vation. Wolff Clements 
and Associates, Ltd., a 
landscape architecture 
firm in Chicago, has re- 
ceived the historic 
landscape research con- 
tract. Restoric is the 
contractor for an art 
glass conservation plan. 
Restoric principal Neal 
Vogel has previously 
surveyed glass by 
Maher and his collabo- 
rators Giannini and 
Hilgart, Chicago, and 
Willy Lau, Chicago. 
Vogel co-wrote the Na- 
tional Park Service's 
Preservation Brief No. 
33, "The Preservation 
and Repair of Historic 
Stained and Leaded 
Glass." 


Oak Park, lilinois 

Pleasant Home. 

Tn their annual membership renewal 
letter, the Pleasant Home Foundation, 
caretakers for the John and Mamie 
Farson House named for the streets 
out front and to the side, list their ac- 
complishments for 2001: 


¢ We secured $150,000 in state and 
local funding to halt exterior deterio- 
rating conditions. 

* The lift was completed. The first 
floor of Pleasant Home is now wheel- 
chair accessible... 

« “The Great Estate” fundraising gala 
held here in Oak Park...was a great 
success. The black tie event featured 
a dinner “under the stars,” a tour of 
six estate homes and a keynote ad- 
dress by David BahIman, president of 
the Landmarks Preservation Council 
of Hhinois. 

* Pleasant Home was prominently 


featured in the Chicago Tribune 
Magazine, Oak Leaves and the Jour- 
nal. 

* More than 5,000 visitors experi- 
enced the splendor of Pleasant Home. 
* The annual Arts and Crafts Confer- 
ence that we co-hosted with the Unity 
Temple Restoration Foundation was 
held in October and was a tremen- 
dous success, drawing a national au- 
dience. 

* The John Farson Arts & Entertain- 
ment Series was developed. Programs 
include a public speaking class, ar- 
chitectural workshop, chocolate and 
champagne tasting, and the historic 
book club that will meet in the newly 
restored library. 

* The Pleasant Home Museum Home 
Store was expanded... 


Source: Letter, signed by Gina Trippi, assis- 
tant director, Pleasant Home Foundation, 
December 1, 2001. 


Stained glass event 

The Pleasant Home Foundation will 
sponsor an Oak Park-based sympo- 
sium called “The Art of Stained 
Glass” on May 2-4, 2002. Among the 
speakers will be architectural histo- 
rian and Maher scholar Kathleen 
Cummings, Chicago, on “George W. 
Maher and his Collaborators in Glass 
and Mosaics.” Other topics: Frank 
Lloyd Wright glass, Tiffany windows. 
Other programs: a tour of Adler and 
(Louis) Sullivan’s Auditorium The- 
atre in downtown Chicago and a re- 
ception at the Smith Museum of 
Stained Glass Windows on Navy Pier, 
also a visit to Wright’s Heurtley 
House with a program on window res- 
toration. Info: Pleasant Home 708- 
383-2654. 


Wausau, Wisconsin 

Recent visits to the Stewart House 
(1906) provided details about the in- 
terior: 


Room names. 

+ Receiving. A previous rather fanci- 
ful owner liked to call a small room 
off the living room the “wake room” 
ot something like that. She thought 
the space was used for dead body dis- 
play. Maher’s blueprints, which are 
still in the house, show that this was 
the reception room. Deposited here 
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after arriving, Visitors would wait for 
Irene Stewart or perhaps Hiram or 
their daughter Helen; they would be 
able to look into the large and lav- 
ishly decorated living room. 

« Partying. The party space on the 
third floor was long called the ball- 
room; on the blueprints Maher names 
it the dancing room. 


Upstairs hall tapestry. 

The mystery (see last issue) seems to 
be ending. The tapestry most likely 
was made by Neyret Freres, a French 
company located in Paris; the com- 
pany wove silk tapestries. The design 
seems to have been taken from a 
work by a Spanish artist, Alonzo 
Perez, who lived from the 1880s to 
about 1920. More examples can be 
seen on the World Wide Web. 


Contractors. 

¢ Curtis and Yale. Bedroom cabinets 
recently removed from their original 
places all have a 5500 lot number. 
The work most likely was done at 
Curtis and Yale’s Wausau plant which 
was next to the Wisconsin River until 
1963. 

¢ Young worker. The new owner 
found a birch board signed by 
Rudolph Brushert on September 26, 
1906. We tracked him down at the 
Marathon County Historical Society 
library. Brushert was 17 and a laborer 
when a Marathon County census was 
done in 1905. His parents were 
Albert and Hanna, and he had broth- 
ers aged 15 and seven and sisters 
aged 12 and five. Later, we found 
him described in Wausau city directo- 
ries as an apprentice and then a 
“tinner” or tinsmith. This is a nice 
detail because it clearly shows when 
the house was being built and that 
workers were local men. 

* Materials. The plumbing was from 
L. Wolff Mfg. & Co., Chicago. The 
insulation was made by Samuel 
Cabot in Boston. 


The Stewart House is once again a 
lodging place. The new owners call it 
the Stewart Inn. More information: 


Sources: Wausau 1905 census. Wausau city 
directories. WWW. Tapestry research by 
owners’ daughter-in-law. 


New Wausau historic district 

This newsletter’s editor and Mary 
Jane Hettinga, director of the Mara- 
thon County Historical Society, 
Wausau, are preparing a National 
Register of Historic Places nomina- 
tion for a district which will include 
two George Maher houses. These are 
the Gilbert House (1894) and the 
Jones House (1904-06). The district 
will be called the East Hill Historic 
District after the hill which rises from 
the Wisconsin River valley. 


Letters, mail 


Letter, January 1, 2002, from Betty 
Wyld, Evanston. Excerpted: “(during 
a visit to Rosehill Cemetery in Chi- 
cago) I looked out of the door where 
we had entered, & said, ‘Carolyn, do 
you see that large urn out there? Will 
you walk over there & see the name 
on it?’ Sure enough, it was the 
Maher’s monument. She took a pic- 
ture of it, also of where Merle’s 
marker was (& my empty 

one)... You’ve made a wise decision to 
close out the Maher, & continue it 
with the architectural magazine.” 
References are to her daughter 
Carolyn, her husband Merle, who was 
George Maher’s nephew, and who 
died in 2001, and to the final three 
issues of the Geo. W. Maher Quar- 
terly and the introduction of “Popular 
Architecture” later this year 2002. 


Letter, January 10, 2002, from a 
reader in Wilmette, Illinois. This note 
on George Maher in 1914: "What 
People are Doing in Kenilworth’... 
George Maher gave a helpful talk be- 
fore the youthful members of the Jo- 
seph Sears club in the Union church 
Sunday evening." The source was the 
Lake Shore News of February 12, 
1914 (page 7, column 4). Maher was 
speaking at the church near his home 
in Kenilworth, Illinois. The club was 
named after Kenilworth's founder. 
New here is that Maher's talk was 
"helpful." We'll continue to include 
these bits of Maher's life as they sur- 
face. 


Email, January 14, 2002, from a 
reader in Chicago. “Here is your Chi- 
cago correspondent, once again, with- 
out comments, other than the general- 
ity that I think you handled the facts 
surrounding Maher’s suicide in very 
good taste, with good understand...! 
would not be candid, were I not to 
admit to you that the steady diet of 
Maher’s depression led me into fol- 
lowing the career, instead of Robert 
Spencer. Besides, you and Kathleen 
Cummings have been covering Maher 
so well!” Spencer, born in Milwau- 
kee, will be one of the architects cov- 
ered in the new “Popular Architec- 
ture.” 


Email, January 23, 20002, from a 
staff person for the Chicago land- 
marks commission. “...l am doing 
some research on Philip Maher. My 
department subscribes to the George 
Maher Quarterly and your publica- 
tion has been a great source of infor- 
mation. I am trying to track down a 
copy of a photo of Philip Maher. A 
good photo of Philip was included in 
the January 2000 Quarterly (page 7). 
1m wondering where I can obtain a 
copy of the photo...” [recommended 
that she look at Philip’s entry in 
Chicago's Accomplishments and 
Leaders. 


Notecard, February 11, 2002, from 
our indexer Carol Kelm, Oak Park, 
Illinois, who has been reviewing Chi- 
cago building permit listings in 
American Contractor magazine. She 
noted these for George Maher: J.W. 
Benham, 2230-2 Commonwealth Av- 
enue, on January 28, 1911, page 35, 
and a Hasenbalg House, 2111 
Greenleaf Avenue, April 15, 1911, 
page 48. We’ve driven by the Com- 
monwealth Avenue address; we’ ll 
look again. We haven’t seen 2111 
Greenleaf Avenue; we’ ll certainly 
look at that one. Emil Hasenbalg was 
a draftsman for Maher. 
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Deaths 


William C. Bunce. He died unex- 
pectedly at age 65 on February 23, 
2002. Bunce was director of the 
Kohler Art Library at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin in Madison from 
1966-99. "The Kohler Art Library 
opened with 11,000 volumes and 
within 15 years, under Bunce's di- 
rection, it grew to a nationally rec- 
ognized resource of 100,000 vol- 
umes," said The (Madison) Capital 
Times in an obituary. Wrote Linda 
Brazill a few days later, "Bunce 
and books—artists' or otherwise— 
were inseparable. So it comes as no 
surprise to those who knew him to 
learn that he died with his boots 
on: curled up in a chair—with a 
book in his hand." The Kohler li- 
brary, with its (almost) complete 
sets of Inland Architect and the 
Western Architect, has been a re- 
search home for me. I often saw 
Bunce there but never spoke to him. 
Oh, I think [ said hello once. 


Source: "Bunce, longtime library chief, 
dies," The Capital Times, Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, February 26, 2002. "Bunce's Books,” 
Linda Brazill for the "Wisconsin diary," The 
Capital Times, March 2, 2002. 


For sale 


Two Chicago area realtors we found 
on the web mention George Maher in 
the neighborhoods they sell. 


* Dealing in superlatives and the oth- 
ers, Gloor Realty Company, Oak 
Park, says this: 


"Oak Park and River Forest provide 
a unique architectural heritage, con- 
taining the world's largest concentra- 
tion of homes designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright. Wright's own home 


TWO AUXILIARY BUILDINGS ON 2: ACRES 


312-630-0915 
retin ener iipemand oe 
AUCTION LATE SPRING % 2002 


George Mayer's Dryden House (1916), which hasn't been a home for a long time and has 
been offices for the Evanston school district, will be auctioned this spring. GWMOQ. 


and studio are now restored and open 
to the public. Other architects such as 
E.E. Roberts, George Maher, John 
Van Bergen, and partners Thomas 
Tallmadge and Vernon Watson also 
left a rich legacy of Prairie School 
style throughout the villages." 


* Coldwell Banker, Winnetka, writes 
with some inaccuracy about 
Kenilworth, where Maher lived: 
"Kenilworth, named after a grand re- 
treat in Warwickshire (England), was 
planned in the 1890s by several dis- 
tinguished architects, including 
...George Maher.” 
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(1975) and, much-commented on and 
locally celebrated, Santiago 
Calatrava (2001). 


Through April 7, 2002 (in Miami). 


Exhibitions, 
with modern design 


Continuing. Coffee and tea silver, 
armchair, urn, all from Maher's house 
for Ernest and Grace (Watkins) King 
called "Rockledge" (1911-13, demol- 
ished) south of Winona, Minnesota. 
Prairie School gallery, Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts. 


Continuing. Maher chair, lamp, 
sconces, silver, the latter three shown 
this page, from Rockledge. Photos at 
left and previous page. Milwaukee 
Art Museum on the Lake Michigan- 
front. Museum buildings are by Eero 
Saarinen (1955-57), David Kahler 


"Aluminum by Design: Jewelry to 
Jets." Organized at the Carnegie Mu- 
seum of Art in Pittsburgh, this exhibi- 
tion is at the Wolfsonian-Florida In- 
ternational University. Ranges from 
Donald Desky's 1931 wallpaper for 
the Radio City Music Hall, New 
York; Frank Lloyd Wright's 1937 
armchairs for the Johnson Wax build- 
ing, Racine, Wisconsin. The 
Wolfsonian also has some George 
Maher pieces. Info, use your search 
engine to look at the web. 


Source: "The Metal of the Masses, Valued 
Now," Wendy Moonan in "Antiques," New 
York Times, March 1, 2002. 


June 1-August 8, 2002. "Aluminum 
by Design" moves to the Cranbrook 
Art Museum, Detroit area. 


March 24-June 16, 2002. "The Alli- 
ance of Art and Industry: Toledo De- 
signs for a Modern America." Exhibi- 
tion at the Toledo (Ohio) Museum of 
Art about "the pioneering role that 
the city's designers, its workforce, 
and the Museum itself played in the 
development of modern industrial de- 
sign in the first half of the 20th cen- 
tury." Works by Norman Bel Geddes, 
others. Special event: "Designing for 
the Consumer," lecture by architect 


Michael Graves, 2:30 p.m., Sunday, 
April 14, 2002. Info 419-243-7000, 
888-763-7486. 


Sources: "New and noteworthy in April," 
House Beautiful, April 2002. Toledo Mu- 
seum of Art 
web site. 


Events 


May 2-4, 
2002. "The 
Ast of 
Stained Glass." Information else- 
where in this issue. 


May 5. "Spring Home Tour 2002." 
From the Edgewater Historical Soci- 
ety, a tour in the Granville Avenue 
area, also known as John Cochran's 
2nd addition to Edgewater. Once 
there were many George Maher 
houses in this Chicago neighborhood; 
a few remain. Includes lunch. Begins 
noon. Information: Kathy Gemperle, 
$222 North Lakewood, Chicago 
60640; www.edgewaterhistory.org, 
info@edgewaterhistory.org 


May 18, 2002. "Wright Plus." A Sat- 
urday house touring event which in- 
cludes Philip Maher's Hurley House 
(1925) in River Forest, Illinois. Also, 
Wright and Drummond with Guenzel 
houses. Tickets $70. Typically sells 
out. Info 708-848-9518, 
www.wrightplus.org 


July 10, 2002. George Maher lec- 
ture. By Kathleen Cummings. Dou- 
glas, Michigan. Details next issue. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly 
Volume 12, Issue 1. Four issues 
annually. 2002 index in 2003. 
Donald M. Aucutt, editor, 413 
Jackson Street, Sauk City, Wis- 
consin 53583. Tel 608-643- 
0113. email 

donjohn@chorus.net. www: http:/ 
/userpages.itis.com/donjohn/ 
maher.html; order form missing. 


Subscription $21 for 2002. Cal- 
endar year volumes. ISSN 1084- 
3469. 
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Personal history 
Family events & 


going forward 


Their offices 


At right is a blurry and noncleared 
version of a Hedrich-Blessing photo 
of the conference-client room of the 
Chicago offices of Geo. W. Maher & 
Son and then Philip Maher alone af- 
ter George's death in 1926. The of- 
fice was in a house at 157 East Erie 
Street in a neighborhood no longer 
residential. That, now destroyed and 
replaced, was just off newly commer- 
cial North Michigan Avenue. The 
Mahers, father and son in business to- 
gether, bought the house in 1920. 
Symmetry is all in this room. Now at 
the Kenilworth Historical Society, 
the sidechairs at the ends of the table 
are by George Maher; the armchairs 
at the sides are by Philip. There are 
even matched telephones, and it 
seems there would have been some 
distress because the snake plants 
weren't identical. The arch above the 
door seems homage to George's long 
interest in all sorts of arches. The 
window top extends the 
arch motif into the room 


and out the room. We must 
think that Philip learned 
such integration from 
George. 


By way of contrast, or in 
contrast, is George's office 
shown at right. This office 
was in The Insurance Ex- 
change (b. 1885, Burnham 
and Root, Chicago, archi- 
tects; demolished 1912) at 
218 La Salle. The arrange- 
ment here is not symmetri- 
cal at all, and the feeling is 
arts and crafts. 


The Erie Street view is from 
the 1920s, and one suspects, 
I suspect, that what's viewed was 
Philip's work. 


Sources: Chicago Furniture, Art, Craft & In- 
dustry, 1833-1983, Sharon Darling, Chicago 
Historical Society/W.W. Norton & Company, 
New York, 1984. Note on Maher purchase 


Geo. 


of 157 East Erie Street building, 
Western Architect, August 1920. 
Photo, collection, Chicago Histori- 


cal Society. 


More events are on the next two pages. Pho- 
tos and illustrations, too. These stories are 
here to tell something about what happened to 
the people Maher knew. 
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Family 
events & 


going 
forward 


1900 & 
Mahers have a 


servant 


Looking through the 
Kenilworth, Illinois, section 
of the U.S. Census for 1900, 
we found the Mahers, 
George, Elizabeth and 
Philip. The news wasn't that 
they were at home at 424 
Warwick Road (1893) in 
Kenilworth. It was that they 
had a servant. She was Clara Fink, Sweden-born, able to read, write and speak 
English ("yes" 
responses to all 
three under edu- 
cation). Miss 
Fink was 35 
years old, the 
same age as 
George and two 
years older than 
Elizabeth. 
Philip was five. 
We know noth- 
ing more about 
Miss Fink. She isn't mentioned in any surviving Maher family correspondence. 


tage photo. Collection, GWMO. 


Source. U.S. Census, Illinois, Enumeration District No. 1174, sheets 28 and 
29. 


1929 & 
Violet Wyld decides to enter Northwestern 


Late in 1929, Violet Wyld, the niece of George and Elizabeth Maher, and 
Elizabeth's companion after George's death in 1926, applied to study at North- 
western University in Evanston, Illinois, which was not far from the Maher 
home in Kenilworth. A letter of support from Olive Finley Singleton said this: 
"Her determination to have a college education, in spite of a delay of four 
years since graduation from high school, seems proof of her seriousness of pur- 
pose. She had part of a college year in... and while spending two years abroad, 
mostly in Paris, studied art, and demonstrated real talent along this line." Mrs. 
Singleton said Violet planned to study "social welfare." Even so, Elizabeth 
Maher preferred that Violet not go to Northwestern, so she didn't. 


Source: Northwestern University application, December 22, 1929 


Beflowered front walk to the Maher House (1893) in Kenilworth, Illinois. Previously unpublished vin- 


Wirinsconecsinre 


1930s & 
Elizabeth Maher comes 


home 


In the 1933 North Shore directory, 
Elizabeth Maher is again listed as the 
occupant of the Maher House on 
Warwick Road. After Maher's suicide 
in 1926, she and her niece Violet 
Wyld went to Europe and lived there. 
She rented her Kenilworth house to 
others. In 1931, for example, the rent- 
ers were Joseph and Aileen Stephens. 


Sources: North Shore directories, 
1931, 1933. 


1939 & 
Elizabeth Maher 


bothered by sexism 
On February 8, 1939, the widowed 


Elizabeth Maher wrote to her niece 
Dolly Jacobson, the daughter of 
George's sister Harriet: "I nearly cried 
to think he would not let me go into 
the school where Grandpa studied 
just because I was a woman." The 
next letter, written some six years 
later, begins to explain this. Harriet, 
called Sarah, was the second oldest 
of Maher's six siblings; she was born 


in 1850. 


Source: Letter, collection of Robert 
and Emily Watts. 
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Elizabeth Maher's 1946 tax return. Collec- 
tion, GWMO. 


1945 & 
Elizabeth Maher still 


bothered by sexism 


On May 8, 1945, Elizabeth wrote to 
Dolly Jacobson in Corona, Califor- 
nia: "When we were in Paris Geo. & I 
went to the place, Academy 
Charlemagne, but the guard would 
not allow me to enter as I was a 
woman... George went in and saw the 
school rooms." What Elizabeth was 
recalling in this letter and the one 
from 1939 was the Mahers' visit to 


P. 


Paris in 1900 for a world's fair; a stay 
there with her sister and brother-in- 
law, Carol (Brooks) and Hermon 
MacNeil; and sightseeing at places 
associated with George's family. 


Source: Letter, collection of Robert 
and Emily Watts. 


1946 & 
Elizabeth Maher's tax 
return 


Her total income for 1946 was 
$1,295.18, according to her U.S. tax 
return. She claimed deductions of 
$25 for charitable contributions; 
$375 for property tax for the Maher 
House in Kenilworth, and a $700 
storm loss for a tree blown on to the 
house. She paid no tax. 


Source: Tax return, Elizabeth Maher, 
1946, GWMQ collection. 


1950 & 
Elizabeth Maher's 
money & the First 


National Bank 

A trust report from the First National 
Bank of Chicago on August 8, 1950, 
shows that Elizabeth Maher's money 
was invested in AT&T, The American 


2. RE 7: 


Younger Violet Wyld on the lawn of the Maher House. The original garage is at right. This 
may be a self-photo. Collection, GWMOQ. 


Tobacco Co., Borg-Warner, Chase 
bank, Chrysler, Commonwealth 
Edison, Commonwealth Loan, Conti- 
nental Oil, Cudahy Packing, Du 
Pont, Flintkote, General Electric, 
Owens-Illinois, Pacific Lighting 
Corp., Phillips Petroleum, Chicago 
Milwaukee St. Paul & Pacific rail- 
road, New Haven & Hartford rail- 
road, Manitoba bonds, Wabash rail- 
road, Baltimore & Ohio railroad, and 
U.S. bonds. These investments were 
based on what she was left when 
George Maher died in 1926. 


Source: Trust statement, Elizabeth 
Maher, 1950, GWMQ collection. 


1983 & earlier 
Violet Wyld gifts Maher 


items 


In her older age, Violet Wyld (1906- 
86) gave away Maher items still in 
the house on Warwick Road. She 
lived there alone, after Elizabeth 
Maher died in 1963 and Philip in 
1981. Among these items were paint- 
ings by her Grandfather Alden 
Brooks, water color paintings by 
Elizabeth Maher, a portfolio of pho- 
tos of the Farson House (1897) in 
Oak Park, Illinois, drawings of work 
by Philip Maher, drawings done by 
George Maher on a trip to Europe in 

889, drawings from another trip to 
Europe in 1891, and furniture and 
lamps designed by George and Philip - 
Maher. These items went variously to 
the Art Institute of Chicago, the Chi- 
cago Historical Society and the 
Kenilworth Historical Society. All of 
this is now available for public view- 
ing. 
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From American 
Contractor: buildings 
in Chicago, two 
previously unknown 
houses 


Thanks to Carol Kelm’s work at the 
Chicago Historical Society checking 
Chicago building permits in the 
American Contractor magazine, we 
have these Chicago listings for 
George Maher. Some are new to our 
research repository; others provide 
more information. 


The first descriptions—houses, ad- 
dresses, etc.—are mostly as Carol, 
who is our indexer, sent them. The in- 
formation is the result of much look- 
ing about in many places, including 
site visits. The reporting here tends 
toward fact fragments, without much 
about particulars. 


1898 
¢ John Eiszner House, 1418 Washing- 
ton Boulevard; two-story brick and 
stone residence, May 28, 1898. As 
reported many Geo. W. Maher Quar- 
terly issues ago, there is no longer an 
old house at this address. It seems, 
though, from listings and Eiszner's 
brief Chicago Tribune 
obituary that Eiszner never 
lived at 1418 Washington. 
In the Chicago Blue Book 
for 1897, the Eiszners, 
Mrs. being Christine 
(Schoeneck), were living at 
1487 Washington Boule- 
vard, and when Eiszner 
died in January 1903, at 
66, they were still at 1487 
Washington. Eiszner was a 
cooper and president of his 
own company, the John 
Eiszner Co., which he 
owned from 1861 until his 
death. We found an ad for 
the company's apple cider 
barrels in a 1905 issue of 
The National Fruit Grower 
magazine. 


Sources: The Book of 
Chicagoans, 1926; Chi- 
cago city directories; 
deaths, Chicago Tribune, 
January 15, 1903; John 
Eiszner Co. advertise- 
ment, The National Fruit 
Grower, July 1905. Note: 
the Blue Book was a 
gathering of addresses 
considered fashionable; 
its publisher was the 
Chicago Directory Co., 
Chicago. 


¢ Addition, 1430 
Montrose Boule- 
vard; two-story 
frame front addition 
to residence, July 
30, 1898. Just north 
of Hutchinson 
Street, where there 
is a gathering of 
Maher houses, 1430 
Montrose is now a 
parking lot. 


* Chicago Society 
of the New Jerusa- 
lem church, north- 
east corner Stuart 
Avenue and 70th 
Street, September 
3, 1898. This 
church remains, and 


was reported in an earlier issue. 


« A.L. Dewar, 3031 Sheridan Drive; 
first and attic, stable, November 19, 
1898. The Dewar House and stable 


Dewar Stable covered with Lake Superior sandstone boulders. See 
item on this page. Architectural Review, September 1902. 
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New to Maher's list: Pate-built house on South Michigan Avenue— 
see next page and next issue. GWMO. 


have long been gone from teir 
Sheridan near Glenlake Avenue loca- 
tion in Chicago's Edgewater neigh- 
borhood. The house and stable were 
covered entirely with Lake Superior 
sandstone boulders. 


Source: Stable-themed issue, Ar- 
chitectural Review, September 
1902. 


¢ H.J. Glaspell, 2985 and 
2989 Kenmore Avenue, 
December 17, 1898. 
Though spelled Gaspell in 
American Contractor, the 
name is Glaspell. Also in 
the Edgewater neighbor- 
hood, the house was on 
Kenmore near Ardmore. 
Harrison J. Glaspell was 
president of several cigar 
manufacturing companies, 
including A. Santaella & 
Co. Santaella & Co., 
likely named for Antonio 
Santaella also had ware- 
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house facilities in Tampa, Florida. By 
the early 1920s, Glaspell was dealing 
in bonds, and he and wife Rebecca 
were living in suburban Evanston. 


Sources: Chicago Blue Book, 1897. Chicago, 
Evanston city directories; West Tampa Histori- 
cal Trail tour, Steve Rajtar, 1999, located on 
World Wide Web. 


1899 

¢ Dr. J.LH. Hoelscher House, 1667-69 
Sheridan Road, April 15, 1899. This 
date is earlier than the one we had for 
this house which doubled as doctor's 
office. We had 1902, based on photos 
in an architectural magazine. The 
Hoelscher House, with its attached 
carved lion heads, is still on its site. 


1901 

- E.M. Higgins barn, 2895 Kenmore 
Avenue; $2,500, one and one-half- 
story brick barn, 24x45 feet, Septem- 
ber 28, 1901. See separate story in 
this issue. 


« Mrs. E.J. Mosser House, 110-112 
Kennisaw (sic) Terrace (now 
Hutchinson Street); two-story brick 
residence, 34x53 feet, May 10, 1901. 
The Mosser House is an important 
presence on Hutchinson Street. 


1900 

« David Zwilling House, 222 South 
Central; $4,500, two-story frame and 
stone residence, 30x44 feet, Ameri- 
can Contractor, June 30, 1900. It's 
likely that this Zwilling was Daniel 
and not David, because a Daniel 
Zwilling appears at 222 South Cen- 
tral in the Chicago city directory for 
1901, and there is no David. Though 
there once was, there is no building 
anymore at 222 South Central. The 
site is now part of Columbus Park. 


Sources: City directories, site visit May 
2002. 


°D.S. Pate, 5129 Michigan Avenue; 


; $20,000, 
Finding 


two- 
story 
brick 
26x77 
feet, 
July 27, 
1900. "Considering the dollar 
amount, this could be an apartment 


building," I wrote in May before I'd 
seen the building. I've not seen it, and 
the street facade is exceptional. More 
about this house in the next issue. 


1904 

* Arthur Heffron House, 10347 
Longwood Avenue; two and one-half- 
story brick, 37x67 feet, July 30, 
1904. This house is in the Beverly 
neighborhood, which will be covered 
in the next issue or the first issue of 
our new architectural publication 
called Prairie. 


¢ W.H. Lake House, 18-30 Kenesaw 
Terrace (now Hutchinson Street); two 
and one-half story residence, 38x28 
feet, July 2, 1904. 


* C.H. Thompson, barn, 1033 Touhy; 
$4,500, two-story brick barn, 30x44 
feet, September 24, 1904. 

« C.H. Thompson, house, 901 Touhy; 
$11,000, two-story brick residence, 
30x40 feet, October 22, 1904. 

* C.H. Thompson, house, 921 Touhy; 
two-story brick residence, 38x28 
feet, November 5, 1904. 


We suspect that some of these are on 
Touhy in the Rogers Park neighbor- 
hood, but need to do more checking 
before saying so for sure. Charles Th- 
ompson was a home builder located 
in Chicago. We learned from Marian 
A. White in her 1910 Book of the 
North Shore that the Touhy Avenue 
area and the larger north part of 
Rogers Park was called Birchwood. 
Said White: "Mr. Charles H. Thomp- 
son has been the magician under 
whose wand have arisen many very 
artistic individual residences, none of 
which awaits longer than the getting 
rid of the workmen for the coming of 
the occupant and owner." 


Sources: Book of the North Shore, Homes, . 
Gardens, Landscapes, Highways and By- 
ways, Past and Present, Marian A. White, J. 
Harrison White, Chicago, 1910. Chicago city 
directories; site visit. 


1906 

¢ H. Gensch flats, 1521 Eastwood Av- 
enue; $10,000, three-story brick flats, 
November 3, 1906. Herman Gensch 
was a sculptor, of what and how fa- 
mous and how much in demand we 


do not know. He was listed at home at 
1521 Eastwood in the 1909 Chicago 
City directory. There is no building 
there now. 


* George W. Murray House, 10352- 
54 Longwood Avenue; $12,000, two 
and one-half-story brick residence, 
December 8, 1906. This is also in the 
Beverly neighborhood. 


1911 

¢ J.W. Benham House, 2230-2 Com- 
monwealth Avenue; $13,000, two- 
story brick residence, January 28, 
1911. There is no house at this ad- 
dress. By 1923, the Benhams, John 
and Adaline, were living in suburban 
Kenilworth. 


* Otto Webber flats, 815-17 North 
Central Park Avenue; $12,000, two- 
story brick flats, November 11, 1911. 
There is no old building at this place. 


Chicago, 1894 & after 
Higgins House and 


outbuildings 


A web site has led to more informa- 
tion about the Edward and Linnie 
Higgins House and two outbuildings. 
The site called “mykpod” explains 
and shows work done by two current 
owners on a garage and flat building 
at 1314 Glenlake Avenue in 
Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood. 
The owners bought the building in 
1988, cleaned and renovated it, lived 
there for a time, and now rent the two 
apartments there. 


The first Higgins structure here was 
Edward and Linnie's house, designed 
by George Maher in 1894 and built 
in 1894 or 1895. It was demolished 
in 1958 when its site was used for an 
apartment building. During a recent 
visit with the owners of the Glenlake 
building, we saw, for the first time, 
photos of the house which was at 
6114 Kenmore Avenue. The house 
was massive, in a mixed style charac- 
teristic of the many houses designed 
by Maher for Edgewater in the 1890s 
and early 20th century. The exterior 
materials were cut stone and brick at 
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Higgins House in Chicago's Edgewater neighborhood. Views above and below from business brochures for the second owner. 


the base, brick for the first floor, and 
shingles for the second; the roof is 
tiled. The windows were all double- 
hung. A wide porch spanned the 
front. The second-floor windows have 
mullions in the shape of an ogee arch 
in the upper panel.* A bit of a large 
staircase window shows, topped by an 
ogee arch and likely an art glass win- 


* Dictionaries of the period show that mullion 
and muntin were interchangeable in the late 
19th century. The English continue to use 
muntin for what we call a mullion. 
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dow, most likely a stained glass win- 
dow. A large street-facing dormer 
dominated the roof. A chimney was 
in Maher’s favored substantial rect- 
angle. 


From one of the photos, published in 
a brochure by Dr. L.C.HLE. Ziegler, 
the second owner of the house, we 
can also see a neighborhood in transi- 
tion from single-family homes to 
apartment buildings. The houses next 
to and behind the Higgins House are 
gone. Edgewater’s change from 


splendid suburbanity for the upper 
middle and upper classes wanting to 
be away from Chicago began not 
even 20 years after John Cochran be- 
gan developing the place in 1885. In 
1902, another landowner announced 
plans for a multi-unit building. A 
court ruling squelched that. What al- 
tered Edgewater forever was hotel 
construction in the 1920s and a new 
zoning ordinance. 


Higgins is described in city directo- 
ries as a “capitalist.” The next owner, 


¢ 


Above, the 1901 Higgins stable, with floor plan at upper right. Architec- 
tural Review, September 1902. 


From the early Edgewater: Higgins garage and flat of 1908. 


Ogee-arched windows in the second floor 
apartment of the 1908 Higgins garage and 
flat. GWMO. 


Dr. Ziegler, was a spe- 
cialist in chronic dis- 
eases. 


- The second Maher build- 
ing here was announced 
in the American Con- 
tractor of September 28, 
1901: 1-1/2 story brick 
barn, 24 by 45 feet, to 
cost $2,500. That same 
day, the Economist, an- 
other business magazine, 
reported that George 

Maher would be the architect, and 

John Jeffrey would build the barn. 


Jeffrey, of Glencoe, Illinois, fre- 
quently was the contractor for Maher 
work. The finished barn, or stable, 
was pictured, along with plans, in 
the September 1902 edition of 
The Architectural Review. The 
building was brick, and the roof 
was covered with tile. The double 
door for horse entry was capped 
with an ogee arch. The later photo 
from Dr. Ziegler’s brochure shows 
additions, another first-floor wing 
and a pergola with round columns 
between the wing and the horse en- 
trance. 


The building permit for the third 
Higgins structure, the one still 
there on Glenlake Avenue, was 
mentioned in the American Con- 
tractor for May 8, 1908. It would 
be a two-story frame garage and 
flat. We must have walked by this 
stucco-covered building many 
times, but failed to notice it be- 
cause of the high fence along 
Glenlake. It’s between flats and 
one of the surviving early Edgewater 
houses. Those living in the flats can 
look right down into the yard. There’s 
an alley immediately to its east. The 
site is near the former Higgins House 
and stable property but not physically 
connected. The garage-flat was not 
brick like the house and stable; rather 
it was frame faced with stucco. A 
shared motif is the ogee arch placed 
as mullions in the top panel of the flat 
windows. 


Touring with the owners, we admired 
their work. They showed us where the 
first-floor garage door had been. Ma- 
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hogany veneer in one of the second- 
floor apartment bedrooms was 
pointed out. The best way to see the 
garage-flat is on “mykpod.” The site 
also has a 24-hour view of Lakeshore 
Drive toward Chicago’s business cen- 
ter. 


Though the ogee arch is a cohesive 
motif for the three buildings, it would 
be wrong to make too much of the 
ogee as motif here. The Higgins 
House predated Maher’s full devel- 
opment of his motif-rhythm theory. 


Some confusion. There is confusion 
because we have both Emil and Ed- 
ward M. named as the owner of the 
6114 Kenmore Avenue property, and 
The Architectural Review article in 
1902 said the owner was Eugene 
Higgins: thus, three names. Confusion 
also arises because there was another 
Higgins living nearby on Kenmore 
Avenue. He was Edward C. Higgins, 
a lawyer prominent enough to have 
an obituary, a short one, in the New 
York Times when he died in 1944. 
My conclusion is that the Higgins 
here was Edward M. Higgins. I'm bas- 
ing this on the number of mentions in 
Chicago city directories of Edward 
M. Higgins resident at the original 
number at 2897 Kenmore. Plus, I 
found him at 2897 Kenmore Avenue 
in the 1900 Chicago Blue Book. 


Sources: Brochures by Dr. L.C.ELE. Zeigler, 
dates unknown. Chicago Blue Book, 1900, 
1906. “Edward C. Higgins,” obituary, New 
York Times, June 19, 1944. Higgins barn an- 
nouncement, American Contractor, September 
28, 1901. Higgins barn announcements, The 
Economist, September 28, 1901, October 12, 
1901. Higgins garage and flat announcement, 
American Contractor, May 8, 1908. Higgins 
House announcement, Inland Architect, Octo- 
ber 1894. “Spring Tour of Homes, North 
Edgwater Beach,” Kathy Gemperle, Edgewater 
Scrapbook, the newsletter of the Edgewater 
Historical Society, Spring-Summer 2002. 
stables article, The Architectural Review, Sep- 
tember 1902. Chicago city directories, site 
visit, U.S. censuses. 


Chicago, 1894 
Towers House, 


new owners & 
more information 


A new owner for a Maher house gives 
me the opportu- 
nity, to look 
again. The 
owner-to-be of 
the Towers 
House called 
and wanted 
more informa- 
tion. Off I went 
to various li- 
braries and In- 
land Architect 
magazine of 
the 1890s, a 
Chicago Archi- 
tectural Club 
catalog, Chi- 


Above, outside Towers House. Inland Archi- 
tect, February 1896. 


Left, recent view of house. GWMOQ. 


Below, Maher's original drawing of house 
and first-floor plan. Inland Architect, 1894. 


cago city directories of the period, 
the U.S. Census of 1900 anda 
slightly later issue of House Beautiful 
magazine. I’d been to some of these 
places before, some not before. 


An early issue of the Geo. W. Maher 
Quarterly included the Towers House, 
ashingle-style, colonial revival mix 
at 551 West Stratford Place (51 New- 
port originally). Completed in the 
mid-1890s, the Towers House is a 
rectangle made less of a big box by 
bump-outs, a bay window and arches. 
Arches are all about, from the shape 
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Above, side view of Towers House cov- 
ered with sandstone boulders. Inland Ar- 
chitect, 1896. 


Right, recent view of same window mi- 
nus glass, with boulders around and 
Garlands intact.. GWMQ. 


of the front porch to the window 
above it. Though the Towers 
House design preceded Maher’s 
motif-rhythm theory (summa- 
rized as consistent motifs bring 
unity: repetition works for hon- 
esty), the arches, which were 
hardly unique to Maher, play 
nicely against the basic materi- 
als. Those materials are shingles 
and “bowlders,” that being the 
preferred spelling for boulders in 
the late 1800s and the one used 
when the Towers House plan was 
announced in the Inland Archi- 
tect in 1894. Shingles resemble 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly » April-June 2002 « 10 


the house's rectangular shape. 
Boulders are nature’s circular 
shapes. These boulders are 
sandstone, most likely quar- 
ried in Wisconsin or Upper 
Michigan near Lake Superior. 
Incipient motif and rhythm or 
not, the Towers House is just 
excellent design. 


The Towers family was living 
in the house when the 1895 
Chicago city directory was 
published. Albert Towers was 
working as a manager fora 
business on State Street in the 
Loop. He and wife Flora must 
have been prosperous, be- 
cause he was in his early 30s 
and she in her late 20s when 
they commissioned a house 
from 29-year-old George 
Maher. Their 1910 census 
card lists Albert as 40, Flora 
as 33. Both were born in New 


Top, sandstone 
boulder-sided 
Towers House, re- 


cent view. GWMO. 


Below, Towers 
House in a Dexter 
Brothers adver- 
tisement in a 
catalog of the 
Chicago Architec- 
tural Club. 


York. They had 
a 10-year-old 
daughter, 
Marian. Their 
21-year-old 
maid, Charlotte 
Pierson, was 


born in Swe- 
den. 


Towers later appears in vari- 
ous directories. In the 1906 
Chicago Blue Book, a com- 


pendium of “fashionable ad- 
dresses,” Albert is listed as a 
member of the Chicago Ath- 
letic Association. In the 1909 
city directory, he is employed 


as a manager at 156 Wabash 


Avenue. In that directory, the 


house address is Stratford 
Place. 


Before and after construction, 
images of the house appeared 


in Inland Architect. The 


house also appeared in adver- 


tisements; one of those is 
shown on this page. 


Sources: Chicago Blue Book, 1906. 
Dexter Brothers Co. advertisement, 


House Beautiful, February 1908. 
Towers House announcements, 
The Economist, June 2, 1894; In- 


land Architect, October 1894. City 


directories. U.S. Census, 1900. 
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Chicago, 
1911 


House for 
Maher's 
draftsman 


A curiosity for 
the short-term is 
who designed 
the Emil and 
Susan 
Hasenbalg 
House at 2111 
Greenleaf Av- 
enue in Chi- 
cago. Hasenbalg 
was a Maher 
draftsman for 18 
years. Thus, he 
was Maher's 
longest-employed em- 
ployee, excepting Maher's 
secretary (Miss) Cecelia 
Heck, who still worked 
for Philip Maher at the 
Maher & Son Erie Street 
office after George's lapse 
into depression and sani- 
tarium living. Heck, Miss 
Heck, worked for the 
Mahers for more than 20 
years, and has disap- 
peared from the face of 
history, meaning I have no 
picture of her. Nor do I 
have one of Emil 
Hasenbalg. 


The Hasenbalg House was 
announced in the Ameri- 
can Contractor for April 
15, 1911. It was to be a 
two-story frame "resi- 
dence" and would cost 
$4,000. The location was 
in Chicago's Rogers Park 
neighborhood only blocks 
from the northern city 
limits and the next place, 
Evanston. 


| The house remains, nicely cared for 


altogether look like a Maher-de- 


Fi N dq nN Q | and comfortable looking. It doesn’t 


signed house. If the little houses 


Maher did for the Elder Lane-Sunset 
Road neighborhood in Wilmette be- 
tween 1912-22 were more original in 
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appearance, we could compare 
those with the Hasenbalg House. 
The Hasenbalg House is modest, 
and the style is arts and crafts. It’s 
a simple L-shape, plastered all 
over outside, with a pergola at the 
front entrance, a rectangular chim- 
ney typical of Maher. Some of the 
piers are canted. Windows are et- 
ther double-hung or casement. 


It seems the Hasenbalgs didn’t live 
here long. In 1916, they were at 
4243 Lowell Avenue in Chicago, 
in 1917 at 4905 Drake Avenue. 


He died on November 23, 1918, 
leaving Susan and two children, 
Florence and Richard. Was he one 
of thousands of victims of the 
Spanish influenza epidemic? For 
some reason, Hasenbalg had 
changed his last name to Haysen, as 
noted in comments by George Maher 
in the Western Architect of January 
1920. Maher gives Hasenbalg much 
credit. 


Above, recent view of 
Hasenbalg House. 


Left, detail showing 
fireplace masonry and 
canted walls. 


Both GWMQ. 
“He was my under-study during a pe- 3 2 


riod of eighteen years and was very 
successful in interpreting my ideas 
and designs. He came to my office as 
a boy with no architectural training 
and rose to be my chief assistant. He 
also passed very creditably the Archi- 
tects license law of the state of Tili- 
nois. His talents and training aided 
him in interpreting my original and 
creative sketches and also to catch 
the true spirit of precedent types of 
architecture.” 


Maher specifically noted Hasenbalg’s 
part in designing the Georgian/colo- 
nial-style Dryden House (1916) in 
Evanston. Look elsewhere in this is- 
sue for more about that house. 


Sources: City directories. Death notices, 
Chicago Tribune, November 24, 1918. De- 
scription of Plates, Residence for Mr. 
George B. Dryden, Evanston, Illinois; 
George W. Maher, F.A.LA., Architect, The 
Western Architect, January 1920. Site visit. 
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Kenilworth, Illinois 
Houses for Parmelees 


We've wondered for a long time and 
sometimes assumed that the first own- 
ers of two houses, both Parmelees, in 
Kenilworth were relatives. Perhaps 
they were even parents and (married) 
children. After some research about 
Parmelees in Chicago, we were 
thinking both were connected to the 
Parmelee Transfer Company, a busi- 
ness of considerable substance in 
19th century Chicago. Parmelee 
Transfer provided omnibus and trol- 
ley services for the people. 


The answer to our wonderings came, 
in part, from the World Wide Web, 
and in part from reviewing traditional 
hard-copy materials. The question of 
the relationship between Charles K. 
Parmelee and Edward D. Parmelee 
was resolved by Jim Walters, the 
webmaster for “The Parmelee Family 
Home Page.” I emailed him about the 
two men, and he kindly answered: 
“The two are very, very distant 
cousin(s); what they had in common 
was money.” Money was key to living 
in Kenilworth, an upscale place from 
its start in the late 19th century. The 
complete answer to the other is not 
all clear. 


Kenilworth’s Parmelee houses are 
from the same Maher design, which 
Pll call the pre-Schultz House (1907) 
design. In essence, this design is a 
rectangle, with a symmetrical front, 
sometimes symmetrical sides and an 
asymmetrical rear; the symmetry is 
based on position of the entrance, the 
windows, whatever is on the roof. The 
model are the villas by the Italian ar- 
chitect Palladio. The Schultz House, 
in Winnetka some several hundred 
feet from Kenilworth, is the rectangu- 
lar design plus pieces gotten and ab- 
sorbed from the English architect 
C.F.A. Voysey. 


Maher's prototype, his first version of 
this house seems to be his McAfee 
House of about1895 at 336 Essex 
Road in Kenilworth. This remarkable 
house, with its ogee-arched entrance, 
is sometimes compared to Frank 


Lloyd Wright's Winslow House in 
River Forest, Hlinois. The McA fee is 
seen as a mimic of the Winslow. Cer- 
tainly anyone can compare anything 
to anything, but we say look close. 
Wright's Winslow is much heavier 
than Maher's McAfee. The Winslow 
is more decorated than the McA fee. 
Maher made sheer plaster walls here 
and used big and wide double-hung 
windows. Like most modern Maher 
houses, the McA fee House is raised, 
up, and there are generous entrance 
stairs. Basement windows show at one 
side. 


James McA fee was variously de- 
scribed as a designer, decorator and 
salesman. In 1900, James, 43, his 
wife Carrie, 42, and their son John, 
20, were living in the house. They 
had a 17-year-old live-in servant. Her 
name was Ida Combs. 


Curiously, the McAfee House and the 
two Parmelee houses are not pictured 
in the Kenilworth Historical Society's 
book about Maher titled George 
Washington Maher in Kenilworth. 
Other less distinguished examples of 
the type are shown. 


To find out about the Parmelees of 
Kenilworth, we looked at Chicago 
and North Shore directories, U.S. 
censuses, and the amazing Parmelee 
Data, a family history researched, ed- 
ited and regularly published as a 
magazine by Dorothy Smallwood, 
Washington, D.C., between 1940-65. 


Breakthrough design? James and Carrie McAfee House (1895), Kenilworth, Illinois. 


Edward and Nellie Parmelee 
Edward was one of the original 10 
subscribers for Parmelee Data. Editor 
Smallwood reported that he was born 
in Aurora, New York, in 1859, was 
employed in Chicago by the Chicago 
and North Western railroad by 1885, 
and married Nellie Katherine Brown 
(b. 1864) of Milwaukee in 1892. 


The Parmelees were living in 
Kenilworth as early as 1895. They 
bought the Roslyn Road lot in 1896; 
the sale was made to her. This sug- 
gests that their house was built that 
year or soon after. 


Edward and Nellie are in the U.S. 
Census for 1900: He is 40 years old, 
she 34, daughter Charlotte 3, and son 
Edward 2. A servant, a 25-year-old 
woman, Mary Keane, lives with them 
in Kenilworth. Excepting Mary 
Keane, they're all in the U.S. Census 
for 1910. During their years in 
Kenilworth, Edward was village trea- 
surer in 1897 and park board presi- 
dent in 1916. By 1927, Edward and 
Nellie were living in the Orrington 
Hotel in Evanston, Illinois. 


Finally, we have Edward's obituary, 
though not Nellie's. He was old, 90, 
when he died at an Evanston hospital 
in 1949, Nellie survived, as did their 
daughter, by then living in Glencoe 
and married to Samuel Hypes, presi- 
dent of Wieboldt department stores, 
and their son who was living in Utica, 
New York. The obituarist incorrectly 
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Edward & Nellie Parmelee House, Kenilworth. GWMO. 


described Edward as "one of the first 
Kenilworth residents, moving there in 
1892." 


Their house by Maher is at 512 
Roslyn, across the street from two 
other Maher-designed houses. "Date 
unknown," says the Kenilworth His- 
torical Society's book about Maher. 
The first time it's listed in the North 
Shore directory is 1909. 


dormer arch is Gothic rather than 
ogee. The ornament between the two 
windows above the door is of a 
Gothic shape. We're planning to visit 
this house in late June, so will say 
more about it in our next issue. 


Charles and Clara Parmelee 
—Fred d'Aix 

The Edward Parmelee story is 
straightforward. Charles King 


Parmelee, one of four children, the 
others being a daughter Adeline 
and sons John and Frank. In 1895, 
according to the Parmelee Data re- 
lying on the Chicago city direc- 
tory, Charles was assistant secre- 
tary for his father’s business, the 
Frank Parmelee Co. at 132 Adams 
Street. Begun in the mid-1850s, 
the Parmelee Co. was the omnibus 
service already mentioned. 
Charles’s brother John was the 


Where Edward and Nellie Parmelee 
lived in 1929 in Evanston. GWMQ. 


general manager, and their father was 
president. Charles was living in Des 
Plaines. 


Parmelee’s story is not. 
The house has been changed. Even 
so, it seems to have always been a bit 
simpler than the McAfee House. The 


Charles was born in Chicago in 1859. 
He was the son of Frank and Adeline : . , : 
A biographical entry in a history of 
White and Pulaski counties in In- 
diana says that Charles went to 
schools in Chicago, Racine, Wis- 
consin, and New Haven, Connecti- 
cut. Charles owned a 1,700-acre 
farm called the Meadow Lake 
Farm in West Point Township. He 
raised Hereford cattle and by 1883 
when the White-Pulaski history 
was written had 400 to 500 head. 


Photos on next page. 

Above, original exterior of the Charles 
and Clara Parmelee House. Note dark 
stucco color, dark stain on entrance 
wood. Below, original dining room inte- 
rior for the Charles and Clara Parmelee 
House. This is no longer in the house. 
Both photos, Inland Architect, April 
1906. 


Charles and Clara Parmelee House in Kenilworth. GWMQ. 
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Inlaad Architect, April 1906, 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly + April-June 2002 « 15 


a* 


a 


Photos of the Charles and 
Clara Parmelee House, all 
GWMO: 


Top, entrance from exterior. 
The door window is new. 


Middle, entrance from in- 
side the house. 


Below, first floor, looking 
Jjrom dining room to 
sunporch. 


At right, oak leaf and acorn 
detail from entrance door 
exterior surround. 


The farm had “model 

: pee ees =~ buildings,” includinga 
cattle barn, harness shops, 
hennery, milk barn and 
implement house. Farmers 
came from all around to 
look at the cattle barn 
and, wrote the White- 
Pulaski historian, “take 
pattern from it in building 
their own.” One building 
the farm didn’t have was 
a house for Charles. The 
White-Pulaski writer said 
Parmelee would build “a 
grand residence in due 
time, the elegance and 
commodiousness of which 
we can conjecture, if not 
describe.” 


I puzzled over this family 
history for some time. The 
puzzle was only mine, be- 
cause the evidence is 
clear enough. The confu- 
sion came partly because 
the Parmelee Data have two gene- 
alogies which include Charles K. 
Parmelees. One is with Frank, and 


the other has Jerome and Nancy 
Parmelee as parents of Charles K. 
and four other children. I’m accept- 
ing Charles K. as son of Frank and 
Adeline because all these people 
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Staircase in the 
Charles and 
Clara Parmelee 
House as seen 
from entrance 
and above, from 
above. A typical 
Maher mix of 
Prairie and colo- 
nial elements. 
GWMO. 


were in Chi- 
cago in 1895. 


In 1896 
Charles was 
assistant man- 
ager for the 
Parmelee Co. 
He lived in the 
Lexington Hotel. In 1898, 
the city directory listed 
Charles as an assistant man- 
ager for the Parmelee Co., 
but showed no home address. 
For the next few years, there 
were no listings for Charles, 
which suggests he may have 
been at his Indiana farm. 


Now, why all this detail? We 
want to determine when 
Charles moved to Kenilworth 
and when he and Clara built 
the house at 307 Melrose Av- 
enue. Maher’s planning for 
the Melrose house was an- 
nounced in 1904 in The 
Economist magazine. The 
brief notice said the house 
would have a “plaster” exte- 
rior and cost $10,000. In 
1905 Charles was living in 
Kenilworth, and he and Clara 
were members of the 
Kenilworth Union church. By 
1914-15 Clara was alone at 
307 Melrose. In 1927 she 
was listed as a widow. In 
1933 Fred d'Aix entered the 
story as Clara's second hus- 


band. The North Shore directory said 


he was an engineer. 


the next on the first floor, a staircase 
mixing colonial, arts and crafts and 
prairie styles, and wide treads on the 


Palladian villa, 
the entrance has a 
large door with 
windows placed 
low down at either 
side, Above is an- 
other window with 
a decorative piece 
under it. When 
you walk close, 
you see that the 
motifs are an oak 
leaf and an acorn, 
classically 
midwestern mo- 
tifs. I’m aware of 
one other Maher 
work with the oak 
and its acorn as 
motifs. That’s the 
den Maher added 
to the Yawkey 
House in Wausau in 1907-08. 


A remodeling happened in the 
late 1980s. That could be 
when the dining room panel- 
ing and beams were removed; 
the present owner told me the 
material is now owned by 
some other person in 
Kenilworth. When the house 
was for sale in 1989, the 
owner took credit for enhanc- 
ing the appearance with his 
“beautiful decor.” 


Sources. Chicago’s Railroads & 
Parmelee’s Transfer Company, 
Robert D. Parmelee, Golden Hill 
Press, 2000 (a book not seen by 
me). Counties of White and Pulaski, 
Indiana, Historical and Biographi- 
cal, F.A. Battey & Co., Chicago 
1883. Merrill Lynch Realty ad, p. 
176, Pioneer Press, May 18, 1989. 
Parmelee Data, Dorothy H. 
Smallwood, editor, Washington, 
D.C., 1940-1965; The Parmelee 
Family Home Page, Jim Walters, 
webmaster. Charles K. Parmelee 
house announcement, The Econo- 
mist, August 27, 1904. Edward 
Parmelee obituary, Evanston Re- 
view, October 13, 1949. Joseph 
Sears and his Kenilworth, Colleen 
Browne Kilmer, Kenilworth Historical Soci- 
ety, 1990, 2nd edition. U.S. Census, 1900. 
Chicago city and North Shore directories. 
Conversation with owners of the Edward 
and Nellie Parmelee House, July 2, 2002. 


We toured the house this spring. As 
the pictures show, the interior has fa- 
miliar Maher characteristics, a large 
entrance hall, rooms opening one to 


stairs. Some of the windows have a 
simple diamond design. Of most in- 
terest to me was the entrance seen 
from the outside and inside. As ina 
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Burlington, lowa 


How “Minnikahda” recovered and changed 

The story of the revival of the Churchill House (1915) in 
Burlington was told in the November 1995 issue of Interior 
Design magazine. The house was purchased by L. Paul and 
Gwen K. Brayton after it had been damaged in a fire. Origi- 
nally from Burlington, Brayton started Brayton International, 
a North Carolina furniture business now owned by Steelcase. 
Called "Minnikahda," the Churchill House, which ranges 
over four stories and 10,000 square feet, overlooks the Mis- 
sissippi River. 


Source: “The House on the Hill,” Judith Nasatir, Interior Design, Novem- 
ber 1995. 


Chicago 
At left is a photo of Hutchinson Street, location for five 


Maher houses, and its honorary renaming as George W. 
Maher Way. We saw this when visiting some weeks ago. 


Oak Park, Illinois 


Blatner retires to home 

Mary Beth Blatner, executive director of Pleasant Home, a 
mansion designed by George Maher in 1893. She left the 
Pleasant Home Foundation to be 
at home with her two young 
daughters. At a party and tribute 
May 23, 2002, Blatner was hon- 
ored with a song called "Mary 
Beth's Pleasant Home," with lyr- 
ics by Beth Robinson and Nancy 
Norton, both foundation board 
members, and tune that of "Old 
McDonald Had a Farm." The 
Robinson-Norton verses told of 
travails endured and prevailed on 
by Mary Beth. You had to be 
there. I was. 


The new Pleasant Home director 
is Susan Samek. Georgia Kmetz is 
the program manager, and Carol 
Garman is volunteer coordinator. 
Gina Trippi no longer works at 
Pleasant Home. 


Dirt shows the place: Now gone from the lawn of the Lake House (1904) in Chicago is the 

little brick house that used to be on the southeast corner of the original Lake House lot. 

The demolition restores the property to its original 200-foot streetside width. The current 

owners of the Lake House bought the brick house to recover the space and to prevent tear-__ Lake House lawn sources: “Together 
down and construction of a “very big house.” Why was that little house on the lot’s cor- again, neighbors buy the house, but 
ner? Some years ago, when the Lake House was for sale, a realtor told me an earlier covet the lot,” Dennis Rodkin, Chicago 


owner built the brick house in 1948 for his mistress. 


Magazine, date. Site visit, spring 2002. 
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Infand Architect, May 1902, 


Chicago: King House 

The King House (1901) on West Washing- 
ton Boulevard looks sad these days. [ hap- 
pened on it again while searching for the 
Eiszner House (see American Contractor 
items in this issue). Looking at three of its 
four sides (and why I didn’t look at the 
fourth side, the east-facing one, I don’t 
know), I noticed damage all about. The 
carriage entrance is messed up at the base, 
and the flat roof is falling away. This porte 
chocere hadn’t been built when a photo of 
the house appeared in the Inland Architect 
in May 1902. Around the back, which we 
hadn’t seen before, brick was piled. We no- 
ticed one window bricked up and an 
arched window which used to have a 
stained glass window that’s now in the col- 
lection of the Chicago Historical Society. 
The window has a thistle motif. The ba- 
sic house remains solid. Its exterior cov- 
erings are limestone from Bedford, Indi- 
ana, on the street side, narrow Roman 
brick with coloredmortar on the carriage 
entrance side, and common brick with 
common mortar on the back. We 

knocked, too. Noone answered. 


Decorative pieces from the King House 
are also in museums in Florida and Cali- 


a 


Here and higher 


fornia and in an apartment in New York h : 
City up, the carriage 

i entrance through a 
You can drive by. The address is 3234 eels es ee 
West Washington boulevard. a 

Jence. 

Sources: King-Nash House, staff information, 
Commission on Chicago Historical and Architec- : ; 
tural Landmarks, March 1987. Site visit, spring dow was for an art glass window now at the Chi- 
2002. New photos, GWMQ. cago Historical Society. 
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More places 


Evanston, Illinois 

The auction of the Dryden House 
(1916) closed July 12, I was told 
when I called Sheldon Good & Com- 
pany. The house had been used as 
Evanston school district offices. 


Wausau, Wisconsin 


Two B&Bs are open in Wausau's An- 
drew Warren Historic Distict... 


¢ Stewart Inn. In the 1905-06 Stewart 
House: five rooms called, after 
Maher's plans for the house, the 
Guest Room, Owner's Chamber, Sit- 
ting Room, Daughters's Room and 
Son's Room, for $130 to $170. Infor- 
mation: Paul and Jane Welter, 715- 
849-5858, www.StewartInn.com, 521 
Grant Street, Wausau WI 54403. 


* Rosenberry Inn. In a 1908 Maher 
look-alike, which is possibly a 
Maher-designed house: rooms named 
for the members of the Rosenberry 
family, for $65 to $160. Information: 
Barry & Linda Brehmer, new inn- 
keepers, 715-842-5733, 
www.rosenberry.com, 511 Franklin 
Street, Wausau WI 54403. 


Media/books 


Our home page 


We’ ve finally updated our website to 
include our current email address 
(donjohn@chorus.net) and our email 
link. The 2002 subscription form is 
not there yet. 


Calendar 


Exhibitions 
with modern design 


Through September 2, 2002. "The 
Vienna Project." Evidences scattered 
about in Berkshire museums and at 
performance sites of progressive Aus- 
trian design. At the Sterling & 


In "The Vienna Project”: Silver sugar 
bowl by Josef Hoffman. Ploil Collection, 
Vienna 


Francine Clark Art Institute, 
Williamstown, Massachusetts: archi- 
tectural design by Otto Wagner and 
decorative arts by Josef Hoffman. At 
the Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts: graphic works by art- 
ists of the Secession. Maher was in- 
fluenced by these people. More on 
the web at Vienna Project. 


On-going. Exhibitions at ArchiTech 
in Suite 200, 730 North Franklin, 
Chicago. Recent shows were photo- 
graphs of Mayan and Egyptian rus 
and theater demolitions, and 1 8th- 
20th century prints, paintings and 
drawing of "glorious decay." This was 
recommended by Steve Heinold of 
Gene Douglas Decoratives Arts & 
Antiques on North Lincoln Avenue in 
Chhicago; he lives in the bottom flat 
of the Higgins garage and flat—see 


separate story in this issue. Info 312- 
475-1290. 


Continuing. Coffee and tea silver, 
armchair, urn, all from Maher's house 
for Ernest and Grace (Watkins) King 
called "Rockledge" (1911-13, demol- 
ished) south of Winona, Minnesota. 
Prairie School gallery, Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts. 


Continuing. Maher chair, lamp, 
sconces, silver from Rockledge. Mil- 
waukee Art Museum on the Lake 
Michigan-front. Museum buildings 
are by Eero Saarinen (1955-57), 
David Kahler (1975) and, much-com- 
mented on and locally celebrated, 
Santiago Calatrava (2001). 


Events 


September 28-29, 2002. "Historic 
Weekend in Wausau." Tours of the 
Andrew Warren Historic District, A 
National Register of Historic Places 
district which includes four Maher 
houses (Stewart, 1905-06; Yawkey, 
1907-08 remodeling; Woodson, 
1913-14; Ross, 1919-20), and Pine 
Grove Cemetery (est. 1859), which 
includes the remains of several 
Maher homeowners, The lot of 
Evelyn and G.D. Jones, whose Maher 
house was built in 1904-06, includes 
a urn designed by Maher and moved 
to the lot by Evelyn because it was 
one of her husband's favorite objects. 
The round outline is visible. Details 
TBA. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly 
Volume 12, Issue 2. Three issues. 
2002 index in 2003. Donald M. 
Aucutt, editor, 413 Jackson 
Street, Sauk City, Wisconsin 
53583. Tel 608-643-0113. email 
donjohn@chorus.net. www: http:/ 
/userpages.itis.com/donjohn/ 
maher.html; order form missing. 


Subscription $21 for 2002, Cal- 
endar year volumes. ISSN 1084- 
3469. 


| 
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Personal history 
Family album 


As told you before and to be men- 
tioned several times in this issue, this 
is the last full issue of the Geo. W. 
Maher Quarterly. After this, the 
Quarterly will become part of my 
new newsletter called Prairie. I hope 
you'll be joining me on that architec- 
tural journey; some of you already 
have decided to. Each issue will have 
four to six pages of material on 
Maher. 


Before and until then, Maher family 
stories end centered on small paint- 
ings, photographs and drawings... 


Alden and Ellen Brooks, parents of 
George Maher's wife Elizabeth, were 


much involved and around during 
Maher's adult life. They were in his 
life from when the Maher and Brooks 
families lived on Chicago's South 
Side and after George and Elizabeth 
("Bess" or "Bessie") moved to 
Kenilworth on the North Shore. 
Given how little extended Maher 
family material we have, the Brooks 
family seems to dominate.* They're 
an omnipresence. 


One place Mahers and Brookses in- 
tersected was the Maher complex 
called "Hilaire" on the shores of Lake 
Michigan south of Douglas, Michi- 
gan. There were cottages for and by 
George and Bessie Maher and their 
son Philip, for George's sister Mary 
(Maher) Hooker and her children, 


* It's likely that Maher's grandchildren have 
more material about the Maher family. We'll 
report later. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly - July-September 2002 +2 


= 


Brooks cottage in the Maher complex on Lake Michigan. 


Painting, Alden Brooks. GWMOQ collection. 


collection. 


Ellen Brooks. Painting, Alden Brooks. GWMQ 


and for Alden and 
Ellen Brooks. 
Alden, an artist, 
painted his cot- 
tage and the por- 
trait of his wife on 
this page. 


Brooks painted 
the charming cot- 
tage on the back 
of a penny postal 
card and sent it on 
August 30, 1909, 
to Ellen at their 
St. Lawrence Av- 
enue home in 
southside Chi- 
cago. He wrote 
this: "I took a long 
walk yesterday. 
The country is 
beautiful. Its 
pretty cold but I 
am getting used to 
it. Am painting 
cottage today and 
have to work on 
the sunnyside, 
Change address 
for store to 
Saugatuck ad- 
dress...” 


The Brooks Cot- 
tage still exists but 
has been altered too much. 


The painting of Ellen, shown 
actual size, is not dated, and 
there is no note on it. 


Both Brookses were with 
their daughters on the North 
Shore in old age. "Grandma 
died at Mahers'," Merle 
Wyld told me. "She had sev- 
eral strokes—probably one at 
the lake." Ellen (b. 1843) 
died in 1922, Alden (b. 
1840) in 1932. He died in 
Winnetka, where he was liv- 
ing with Merle's parents, 
Frances (Brooks) and Arthur 


Wyld, after a skull fracture 
received in an accident. 


George Maher designed the 
house at 510 Washington Street 
for his sister Mary Hooker in 
1902. It was next door to the 
house he did for his parents, 
Theophilus and Sarah Maher, 
in 1892. J'm unsure about 
whether Mary's husband 
Herbert (1867-1902) lived in 
the house or not. Anyway, 
Mary lived there until about 


1910, when she moved to 
Allegan, Michigan, in the win- 
ter and stayed in the Hilaire 
cottage her brother designed for her 
in the summer. With Mary in 
Wilmette were her three children, 
Margaret (b. 1894), Archibald 
("Arch") (b. 1895), and Florence (b. 
1902), and her older, unmarried sister 
Sophia ("Sophie"). Sophie was born 
in 1858, Mary in 1862. 


The Hooker House is a smaller ver- 
sion of Maher's "villa" style, his mod- 
ern, rather stark house based on the 
designs of Palladio, the Italian archi- 
tect who lived in the 16th century. 
The house has most of the features of 
more elaborate Maher houses, two 
fireplaces, leaded glass windows, 
built-ins. Maher cared about this 
place. 


Family album A house for his sister 
Mary and her family 


Left, about 1905, in the yard of the Mary 
(Maher) Hooker House in Wilmette, Illi- 
nois. Standing, George's sister Sophie. 
Seated: Mary. On the lawn, from lefi, 
Mary's children Arch, Florence and Marga- 
ret. Watts collection. 


Right, a villa in Italy designed by architect 
Andrea Palladio. 


Above, recent photo of the Hooker House, 510 Washington Street, Wilmette, Illinois. The model was 
the Palladian villa. The wood section at rear right was once porches. Left, inside the entrance hall. 


GWMO. 


Mary's descen- 
dants have a 
collection of 
photos of her 
and her family 
enjoying the 
Wilmette house 
as well as their 
Lake Michigan 
cottage. In one 
of these 
Theophilus is 
holding Flo- 
rence. He must 
have just 
dropped by 


from next door. 


Sources: 1900, 
1910 U.S. cen- 
suses. 


Date unknown, a photo of Mary Hooker's house in Wilmette. "Her 
best house" is written beneath the photo in a family album. Watts 
collection. 
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Alden Brooks painting: captioned "S. from Maher and Kirby line near..." GWMQ 
collection. 


Family aloum 
Painting every day 


Whether in Chicago or later in 
Kenilworth or Winnetka with his 
daughters, or at his Lake Michigan 
cottage, Alden Brooks painted every 
day. A lake ritual was some steps to 
the lakeside to paint every sunset. 
When his grandchildren Philip Maher 
or Merle or Violet Wyld were there, 
they joined him. 


The painting above was done at the 


Mahers' Lake Michigan place. 


Brooks at work at left is from 1923, 
eau when he likely was living at the 


Alden Brooks, November 1923. "At the Place of Pleasure" is written on the back Maher home in Kenilworth. 
of the photo. GWMQ collection. 
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Aged and aging women: seated from left, Frances Brooks Wyld and Elizabeth 
Brooks Maher. Standing, Frances’s daughter Violet. The location was the back of 
the Maher House in Kenilworth, Illinois. Photo, GWMQ collection 


Family 
aloum 


On & 
on... 


Yes, Elizabeth 
Maher lived on 
and on in 
Kenilworth af- 
ter George 
Maher's death. 
Decades 
awaited Bessie 
after George's 
suicide in 1926, 
several years af- 
ter he was 
stricken with a 
chronic depres- 
sion that 
wouldn't go. 
Bessie died at 
age 96 in 1963. 


She was most 
recognized and 
remembered, if 
that is some mark of distinction, on 
her 90th birthday in December 1956 
in the Winnetka Talk newspaper. Col- 
leen Kilner wrote that Bessie was 
Kenilworth's "oldest and longest con- 


Sisters, darkly in faded photo, captioned, variously: 
"Frances Bessie & the cat." Likely at their parents' home on 
the South Side. GWMOQ collection. 


tinuous resident." Her early days in 
Kenilworth were recounted. Much of 


the story was about George and their 
son Philip. Kilner concluded, "Seeing 
Aunt Bess with her heavy hair piled 


Elizabeth Maher's obituary from the Evanston 
newspaper. Writing by Violet Wyld? By niece-in- 
law Elizabeth Wyld? Below, another obituary. 


ELIZABETH B. |. MAHER 

Mrs. Elizabe Brooks Maher, 96, 
died last week in her home at 424 
he wld road, Kenilworth. She was 


in Warren, 0. She 
tame ig Chicago 
as a 2hES. and 


Wa 
her husband. — 
Survivors: are a son, Philip B of 
Chisago; 4 niéce, Migs Violet Wyld, 
who lived with ery three grand- 
ee and” Six ereat-grandchil- 
en 


Private. services were | held “at 
Rosehill Cemetery Saturday. Wi. 
Mam Ho Scott Funeral Horace had | 
charge oF arrangements. i 


high and scarcely graying and listen- 
ing to her young voice, ardent in its 
views on politics, and up until two 
years ago seeing her swimming at the 
beach, you exclaim, ‘Ninety years this 
Chistmas Time! It cannot be." Her 
birthday was December 22, 1866. 
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Maher family 


Mary Maher Hooker died in 1944 in 
Urbana, Illinois, where her descen- 
dants live. Her daughter Florence 
died in 1942, son Archibald ("Arch") 
in 1959, daughter Margaret in 1984. 


Philip Maher died in 1981 in 
Kenilworth. His son Hilary (b. 1927) 
did suicide. Another son Albert was 
born in November 1928 and died in 
January 1929. Philip's second wife 
Barbara died in 1978. 


Philip's first wife and mother of their 
children, Madeleine (b. 1902), and 
son Philip Jr. live in Connecticut. 
Another living son is Colin. 


Brooks family 


Carol Brooks MacNeil died in 1944 
in New York at 73. Her husband 
Hermon MacNeil died in New York 
in 1947 at 81. His work included the 
sculpture on the east pediment of the 


U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, 
DC (Cass Gilbert, architect). 


Frances Brooks Wyld died in 1958 in 
Kenilworth. 


Some people we have nothing more 
for. 


appened to the rest 


This undated Christmas 
card to Elizabeth Maher 
shows her sister Carol and 
Carol's husband, the sculp- 
tor Hermon MacNeil. 
Likely at home in New 
York. 


On the back, Hermon 
wrote, "Yes! After a long 
time here we are to vist 
you. My! How you've 
changed!" 


Below, young MacNeil in a 
photo taken by Robinson & 
Roe, Chicago. 


GWMQ collection. 


Illustrative sources: Most of them items on 
this and the four pages before were given by 
Elizabeth Wyld, now of Evanston, Illinois. 
Care will be taken before all goes to another 
repository. 


Carol Brooks sculpture of the MacNeil children. Photo taken in the garden of Alden 
MacNeil in California. Pictured in an earlier issue. GWMOQ collection. 
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Architecture 


Two volumes: 


| Finding 


telling the Sheridan 
Road & North Shore 
environs story 

early on 


Thanks to Marian A. White and her 


two books about the North Shore, we 
have a look at George Maher houses 
only slightly aged. Ms. White, calling 
herself author and lecturer, wrote 
Book of the North Shore, Homes, 
Gardens, Landscapes, Highways and 
Byways Past and Present in 1910, 
and its companion Second Book of 


the North Shore, 
Homes, Gardens, 
Landscapes, High- 
ways and Byways 
Past and Present in 
1911.1 found them 
in the Wisconsin 
Historical Society 
library in Madison 
after reading about 
them in the Spring- 
Summer 2002 
newsletter of the 
Edgewater Histori- 
cal Society. That is- 
sue was given me 
by the owners of the 
Higgins garage-flat 
building pictured 
and written about in 
our last Geo. W. 
Maher Quarterly. 
The books are both 
beautifully illus- 
trated, nicely for- 
matted and utterly 
fascinating. Their 
covers are shown at 
left, the first one above, the other be- 
low. 


Marian White tells about herself and 
her husband J. Harrison White. They 
moved their publishing business, 
which specialized in medical jour- 
nals, to the Rogers Park neighbor- 
hood of Chicago in 1895. The Whites 
then started a new weekly paper 
called North Shore Suburban, and 
"fearlessly," she says, began advocat- 
ing public improvements. In the first 
book, White says nothing about why 
she wrote the book. I suppose the rea- 
son was obvious to her readers, who 
included "patrons and subscribers," 
according to the dedication. Sheridan 
Road and Chicago's North Shore sub- 
urbs were new or relatively so, and 
the large houses thereby and therein 
were impressive and of considerable 
interest. There is no foreword. The 


second book does have one, and 
White says the first book dwelled on 
“the traditions and legends associated 


acing ey: 
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Coming in Prairie, Issue 1: the distinguished Maher house at 
5129 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago. More information about 
Prairie is on the last page of this issue. GWMQ. 


with Chicago and this immediate en- 
vironment." The second book is about 
the North Shore in Lake County. 


White writes about the North Shore 
communities. She says little about the 
Edgewater neighborhood, the 
Edgewaters, Edgewater and North 
Edgewater where many medium-size 
and large houses by Maher were lo- 
cated and a few still are. Of 
Kenilworth, she finds " a marked in- 
dividuality." White appreciates "the 
opportunity for landscape artist and 
architect to work in unison." 
Kenilworth, newer than the other sub- 
urbs, benefitted from planning, she 
says. "Well paved and cleanly streets, 
over which much of the original for- 
est growth throws its grateful shade 
and protection, make of Kenilworth a 
desirable home place," she concludes. 
White repeats the Kenilworth section 
in the second book, in quotes so we 
know this is repetition... Four more 
North Shore pages follow. 
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North 
Shore 


Peters 
House, 6107 
Kenmore Av- 
enue, North 
Edgewater. 
Photo, 
Bemm. First 
Book of the 
North Shore. 


The caption 
says Jos. G. 
Peters 
House. The 
1897 and 
1906 Chic- 
ago Blue 
Books show 
Peters living 
in this 
house. 


Peters House, 1895, Chicago, de- Dewar House, 1899, Chicago, demolished. 
molished. In White's book, the Peters The Dewar House was a mass of sandstone 
House sits on a large lot and is land- boulders, most likely from quarries on the 
scaped very casually—a tree here, a shores of Lake Superior in Wisconsin or 
shrub there. Other drawings and pho- Michigan. Here, in White's book, the sand- 
tos show the sides. The Peters House stone is nearly unseen because of the vines. 
is often mentioned as a Maher move Some stone shows beneath the bay at left and 
into modernity. on the tower. 


Above, the 
Dewar 
stable. Ar- 
chitectural 
Review, 
September 
1902. 


Left, Dewar 
House, 6240 
Sheridan 
Road, North 
Edgewater. 
Photo, 
Bemm. first 
Book of the 
North 
Shore. 
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Crandall House, Edgewater neigh- 
borhood of Chicago, c. 1897, demol- 
ished. Chester D. Crandall commis- 
sioned a house from George Maher at 
2821 Sheridan Road in Edgewater in 
the late 1890s. It was to be two sto- 
ries with an attic and made from 
stone and brick. The first time I saw 
this house was in one of Maher's port- 
folios at the Kenilworth Historical 
Society; the portfolios had been given 
by Maher's niece Violet Wyld. The 
inspiration for the house apparently 


covered with limestone was obviously 
Gothic, and presumably a reflection 
of work by others and Maher's recent 
tours in Europe. There were, as shown 
below, numerous Gothic arches, a 
steeply pitched roof, some 
crenellation. My most recent sighting 
was in White's first North Shore 
book. By 1910, the house had a new 
owner, W.B. Pearson, and it had been 
remodeled and expanded. All the de- 
tailing is like it was originally, so the 
enlargement must be Maher's work. 


eee rd ii tact emceriasdsabntaieeaes ect teachin acecaseesseo 


SEE 


Original or early appearance: Crandall House, Edgewater. Maher portfolio, Kenilworth His- 


torical Society collection. 


North 
Shore 


Crandall 
House: en- 
larged and 
named the 
Pearson 
house, 
Sheridan 
Road in 
North 
Edgewater. 
Photo, 
Bemm, first 
Book of the 
North Shore. 


In 1910, the 
owner was 
Walter B. 
Pearson, 
president of 
the Standard 
Screw Co. 


rps met ronan 5 RA Neat 


Detail after remodeling. Maher added 
a dormer with his favorite segmental 
arch atop. First North Shore. 


The one evident detail not in char- 
acter with the first plan was the a 
segmental arch on a dormer added 
between the two main wings. By 
the mid-1910s, that had become 


Maher's most-used geometric mo- 
tif. 


Crandall, a business manger, was 
gone from the house in 1906, when 
he and Mrs. Crandall were living 
at the Virginia Hotel, and by 1915 
Crandall was dead and his wife 
living in the Plaza Hotel. 


Sources this page: C.D. Crandall house 
location, Chicago City directories, 1899, 
1903, 1915. Crandall House photo, In- 
land Architect, January 1897. 
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North 
Shore 


Rubens 
House, 
Glencoe. 
Remem- 
bered 
for its 
banked 
end 
walls, 
massive 
col- 
umns, 
bold 
window 
spaces, 
out- 
build- 
ings not 
shown 
here. 
Photo, 
Henry 
Fuer- 
mann. 
First 
North 
Shore. 


Rubens House, Glencoe, 1902, de- 
molished. Harry and Mrs. Rubens 
had Maher design their house.* They 
employed the noted landscape de- 
signer Jens Jensen in 1903-04 to do 
their many acres of yard and lawn. 
The effect was startlingly original, 
and it's one you can no longer see. 
House and gardens are gone, lost 
since the late 1920s or early 1930s. 


We've seen these Rubens photos be- 
fore. The Henry Fuermann picture 
was in a Maher portfolio. 


About the same time, the Rubens' 
daughter Herta and her husband 
Edwin Mosser commissioned a house 
from Maher on Hutchinson Street in 
Chicago. 


Sources this page: Chicago and North Shore 
directories. 


* We reported earlier that Mrs. Rubens was 
named Ida in 1902. She was Ida when 
Rubens died in 1920. There is another 
woman involved though, and her name was 
Josephine Rubens. Josephine diced in 1912 
and is buried at Graceland cemetery with 
Harry and other family members. She was 
older than Harry. She may have been 
Harry's sister. We're checking. 


"The Park at Residence of Mr. Harry Rubens," reads the caption in White's first Book of 
the North Shore. Landscape architect Jens Jensen provided the photo of his tree-rimmed 
grassy vista. The site is next to Lake Michigan. First Book of the North Shore. 
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North 
Shore 


Schultz House 
1907, Winnetka. : ~ 
This house was Fon, a a 4 : 8 
Maher's most influ- Le =f, ey 
ential and copied 
design. The photo 
taken by an 
Evanston photogra- 
pher is new to me. 
Older photos have 
less vines, particu- 
larly around the 
arched entrance. 
One wonders 
whether Henry and 
Clara Schultz knew 
they were receiving os 
a classic house. His Pa Pain nes Verna, aa Page 
business was paper Schultz House, 1907, Winnetka, Illinois. Photo, (E.L.) Fowler. First Book of the North Shore. 
boxes. Hers was 


matronizing, no 
doubt. 


Serrel House, 1907, Kenilworth. 
During Maher's lifetime, the Serrel 
House was much-admired and often 
photographed. The house, prairie plus 
arts and crafts, must have seemed ro- 
mantic and picturesque. Here Mr. 
Fowler backed up and captured house 
and yard. 


In conclusion... 


The group of Maher houses is repre- 
sentative of Maher's life-work. These 
put a nice end to this last issue in the 
full-volumed quarterly. 


Serrel House, 1907, Kenilworth, Illinois. Photo, Fowler. First Book of the 


Otherwise, on page 90, in the first 
North Shore book, there is a sculpture 
by Maher's brother-in-law, Hermon 
McNeil from the Marquette Building 
in Chicago. It's shown at right. 
Marian White titles it "Arrival of 
Marquette at the Chicago River." 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly « July-September 2002 + 11 


Bottom left, 
original 
door photo 
from Forms 
& Fantasies 
magazine, 
September 
1898. This 
entrance 
was re- 
moved by 
the second 
owner, Jo- 
seph 
Janotta. 


Below right 
top, door 
minus its 
original 
form. 
GWMO. 


Below right 
bottom, 
pieces of re- 
moved stone 
found be- 
hind garage, 
GWMO.. 


th, in the 1950s. Owner's collection. 


Ped > AE ence 


Edward & Nellie Parmelee House, Kenilwor 


Parmelee House 
& Forms & 
Fantasies 


visited the Edward and Nellie 
Parmelee House in Kenilworth, 
Illinois. We were able to con- 


Parmelee 


Edward & Nellie 
Parmelee House, 
Kenilworth, in 
1949. 


Below left, another 
1950s view. 


Bottom left, music 
room window, 
leaded glass. The 
window includes or 
reflects the two 
house motifs, a 
high Tudor arch 
and the sugar bar- 
ley turning. The 
dots are a stylized 
version of the sugar 
barley design. 
GWMO. 


Below right, attic 

window, half a Tu- 
dor arch with view 
onto Roslyn Road. 


nect the house to photos we'd found years 
ago at the Ryerson and Burnham Libraries 
of the Art Institute of Chicago. There we'd 
seen photos in the short-lived magazine 
Forms & Fantasies of an entrance to an 


—mmmemers ui a unidentified house designed by George 
Re acres Maher and the dining room, presumably for 
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») | Dining room by Maher shown in September 1898 Forms & Fantasies magazine. The forms are Gothic. The 
armelee table and chair appear to be original Maher designs. The wall at right is the exterior wall shown below, where 
windows have been added. Below, wall from outside. 


the same house. Forms & Fantasies, whose 
editor we're still unsure of, was a somewhat 
unhinged publication which didn't alto- 
gether make sense. The illustrations, how- 
ever, were exceptional, except for not tell- 
ing all names and places. I'd been looking 
for a long while for the house to go with the 
entrance shown on page 12. The Edward 
and Nellie Parmelee House no longer had 
its original entrance; look again at page 12 
for what's there. The house, thus, seemed a 


likely candidate for the Forms & Fantasies 
entrance. 


We walked toward the house at 512 Roslyn 
Road. Staring, rather looking intently, we 
searched for evidence of a big change. We 
found it, an outline in the stucco of a size to 
accommodate the entrance we'd seen in 
Forms & Fantasies. Then we saw where the 
stone base and railing for the stairs was. 
Clearly this Parmelee House was the one 
not mentioned in the magazine. 


A primary motif outside was and _ chitecture in England and Ireland. 
inside is the barley sugar spiral This is a simple twist named for an 
to be found in 17th century ar- ancient sweet made from barley and 
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Parmelee 


sugar. Outside, the shape 
surrounded the door and 
was used for columns at 
either side. Inside the ban- 
nisters were the same turn 
and the newel posts, too, 
and decorative plaster on 
the arch above. The bead- 
ing on the music space 
windows is an abstraction 
of the barley sugar motif. 


Later we found the stone 
removed from the entrance 
behind the garage next to 
a bit of the Skokie ditch. 


Connecting this Parmelee 
House to the Forms & 


Fantasies photos brings us closer toa _‘Tior, with an entrance 
real construction date. In our last is- hall and rooms off to 
sue, we said the house was built about _ the sides, all fitting to- 
1896 which was when the Parmelees _ gether nicely and or- 


bought the land. 


The bigger source here was Palladio, | Witold Rybezynski 


Inside 
the 
Parmelee 
House. 


Top left, 
Stair- 
case off 
en- 
trance 
hall. 
With 
barley 
sugar 
turnings 
for the 
balus- 
ters. 


ear 


ek 
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Top 
right, 
detail of 
the 

turn- 
ings. 


ib 


et 


Below, 
more 
turning 
detail. 


GWMQ 
photos. 


Perfect House, a Journey with the Renaissance. 
What he writes could be about Maher and his Palla- 
dian imitations. "He pleases the mind as well as the 
eye. His sturdy houses, rooted in their sites, radiate 
order and balance, which makes them both of this 
world and otherworldly. Although they take us out of 
ourselves, they never let us forget who and what we 


derly. 


the 16th century Italian architect and writes about Palladio Single pocket door pulled to close off dining room. GWMO. 
his villas, symmetrical on the exte- in his new book The 
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Second-floor skylight. GWMQ photos. 
Parmelee 
are. They really are perfect." 


We have a bit more biographical ma- 
terial about Edward and Nellie. I 
searched in the Milwaukee Journal 
for a story about their marriage there 
on March 8, 1892. I found nothing 
except lots of little articles, many of 
them rather sensational, sort of like 
USA Today today. Nellie's was origi- 
nally a Brown, and her parents were 
Dr. William C. and Fannie Brown. 


Colleen Kilner, one of Kenilworth's 
memory bankers, notes how busy 
Nellie was in Kenilworth. She was an 
early member of the women's club 
called The Neighbors, was on early 
committees for the Kenilworth As- 
sembly Hall, church guild treasurer, 
and during World War I took care of 


the Kenilworth Club's bulle- 
tin board. In 1920, the 
Parmelees and three couples 
were present when Dr. 
Rufus Stolp suggested orga- 
nizing a Kenilworth Histori- 
cal Society. By 1925, the 
Parmelees were one of five 
families living in their origi- 
nal home in Kenilworth. 


Sources: The Perfect House, a 
Journey with the Renaissance, r 
Witold Rybezynski. Milwaukee rom upstairs bedroom into the hall, with barley 
Journal, issues of early March sugar baluster, Tudor arches, skylight above. 
1892. "My Home," Colleen 

Kilner, undated. The Visual Dictionary of 

Buildings, Roger Tritton, editor, Dorling 

Kindersley, Inc., New York, 1992. 


Upstairs bedroom fireplace, a retro look for a modern 
house, typical of Maher second floors where orna- 
ment often looked back. Such tile was available as a 
stocked material and less expensive. Note the beaded 
banding. GWMO photos. 
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Something early: George 
Maher's signed 1887 drawing 
for JL. Silsbee’s Chicago 
Telephone Company building. 
Inland Architect. 


Places 
Gary, Indiana 


The Gary Heat, Light and Water Co. 
building from George W. Maher and 
Son will soon be abandoned by the 
City of Gary. This will happen be- 
cause of lead paint chips dropping 
from the ceilings, dripping and leak- 
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ing pipes covered with asbestos, 
flooding bathrooms, and lack of heat, 
airconditioning and fire escapes, 
Gary Post-Tribune writer Carole 
Carlson reported in early August. The 
actual designer of the building was 


Above, Gary Heat, Light and Water, as 
planned by Philip Maher. Below as built. 
GWMOQ collection, photo. 


OOP BP EF 


As a later Chicago Loop drawing shows, 
the Silsbee telephone building was 
built in 1888. Look at the lower left cor- 
ner. Randall, History..* to page 19. 


George's son Philip who was produc- 
ing plans in April 1926 only months 
before George's suicide in December 
of that year. Made for a corner lot, 
the building officially at 900 Madi- 
son Street wraps at the sides. The 
building was used by the utility and 
its successor companies until 1954. 
Then came city departments, includ- 
ing general services, traffic and code 
enforcement, and police and fire 
commissions most recently. Next? 
"We haven't gotten to the point of 
saying what we'll do with the build- 
ing,” said Lalosa Burns, press secre- 
tary for Mayor Scott King. 


My comment: Carlson called me, 
and I said, "I don't like to see any- 
thing designed by Maher(s) torn 
down. I think he's equally as impres- 
sive as Frank Lloyd Wright. I sug- 
gested mothballing the building until 
a Suitable use is found. 
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For sale in Kenilworth, Kenilworth Hall. Bradley Lippitz. 


School-house listed at $1.75 million 


As we learned from a reader, the George Maher-designed Kenilworth Hall (1891) on 
Cumnor Road in Kenilworth, Illinois, has been for sale for $1,750,000.* A few years ago, 
according to undated information in our files, the house 
was listed at $2,075,000. Maher designed the building 
as a school for Mary Babcock. Resident in Chicago 
from the late 1860s, Babcock moved herself and her 
school for girls and children from Chicago to new 
Kenilworth and lived there until 1904. The hall was 
much remodeled in the early 20th century into the 
house shown here. It was redormered and windows 
were moved. Mrs. Babcock's own house, a Maher de- 
sign from 1891, was next door until it was demolished 
in 1939. "Very pleasant interior," wrote our correspon- 
dent, whom I thank for sending me the information. 
The realtor is Bradley Lippitz, Chicago, 773-404- 


Original appearance. Kilner. 


1144, 


Sources: Letter, Raymond F. Kearney, Wilmette, Illinois, August 25, 2002. "Kenilworth Hall," Bradley 


Lippitz Real Estate, Chicago, undated. Also, Kilner's Joseph Sears and his Kenilworth. 


*The Kenilworth Historical Society's "George Washington Maher in Kenilworth" lists the school-house as at- 


tributed to Maher. 


Mary Babcock. 
Kilner. 


tion planned. How- 
ever, that is not the 
right thing to do," 
owner Robin Roberts 
told the Kenilworth 
Board of Zoning Ap- 


Kenilworth, Illinois 


Good news. Nobody says "good 
news, bad news" anymore, do they? 
The good news, if you think discus- 
sion of tear-down vs. non-tear-down 
is a good news kind of story, is that 
the Spaulding House, designed by 
George Maher in 1891, which makes 
it one of Kenilworth's oldest houses, 
will be expanded. "We could easily 
design a new home that complied 
with current code, and probably 
spend less than tackling the restora- 


. + 


Spaulding House. New Trier Times. 


peals in July. The 
board granted vari- 
ances for the floor area ratio on the 
property, height and roof overhang. 
Roberts will add a family room and 
bedroom. Her architect is George 
Munson. 


Bad news. The house next door to 
George and Elizabeth Maher's house 
on Warwick Road may be demol- 
ished. Richard Cooper and Diana 
deMeuse want to tear-down the 1892 
Ware House to get the site for anew 
10-room house. The problem for the 
Maher-designed Maher House (1893) 
is big and dramatic change in neigh- 
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Disputed Ware House with Maher House next door at right. GWMQ. 


borhood context—bad scale, altered 
aesthetics. Owners of the Maher 
House and the Gill House (1892), 
also a Maher design, spoke against 
the tear-down at a meeting of the new 
village Building Review Commis- 
sion. The commission is guided by 14 
historical and architectural criteria. 
Barb Gooden, who owns the Gill 
House, said, "It breaks my heart to 
think that all of their (neighbors') ef- 
forts would be disrespected." Valerie 
Foradas, owner of the Maher House 
said demolition of historic homes "is 
happening too often." 


Sources: "One old home will be saved" and 
"Historic Kenilworth home faces demoli- 
tion," New Trier Times, Vol. 2, Issue 31, 
2002. New Trier Times is on-line for those 
wanting to follow these stories. 


Winona, Minnesota 
via Minneapolis 


An architect acquaintance grew up as 
friends with members of the later 
Watkins-King family. He stays in 
touch and sees members of the fifth 
generation after the founder Joseph 
Watkins. He recently saw Winona 
history videotapes, from Hiawatha 
Broadband Communications, which 
included episodes about the Watkins- 
King family. We'll stay in contact. 


* History of the Development of Building 
Construction in Chicago, Frank A. Randall, 
University of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1949. 


Calendar 


Exhibitions 
with modern design 


Continuing. Coffee and tea silver, 
armchair, urn, all from Maher's house 
for Ernest and Grace (Watkins) King 
called "Rockledge" (1911-13, demol- 
ished) south of Winona, Minnesota. 
Prairie School gallery, Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts. 


Continuing. Maher chair, lamp, 
sconces, silver, the latter three shown 
this page, from Rockledge. Photos at 
left and previous page. Milwaukee 
Art Museum on the Lake Michigan- 
front. Museum buildings are by Eero 
Saarinen (1955-57), David Kahler of 
Milwaukee (1975) and, much-com- 
mented on Santiago Calatrava 
(2001). 


Through November 14, 2002. 
"Stalking Detroit." Photographs of 
demolishing downtown Detroit in the 
1990s. No Maher; contemporaries, 
though. Graham Foundation, 4 West 
Burton Place, Chicago. Info 312- 
787-4071. 


December 6, 2002-May 18, 2003. 
"David Adler, Architect: the Ele- 
ments of Style." Born in Milwaukee, 


Adler (1882-1949) did big houses all 
around Chicago and in Milwaukee 
and many other places. Antithesis of 
Maher, of course, Adler's style being 
traditional. Art Institute of Chicago, 
111 South Michigan Avenue, 3 12- 
443-3600, www.artic.edu. 


Events 


October 18-20, 2002. Craftsman 
Weekend. From Pasadena Heritage, 
the schedule includes an opening re- 
ception and art exhibit at the Maher- 
designed Blinn House (1906), 160 
North Oakland Avenue. Info on the 
Web at www.pasadenaheritage.com 


Media/books 


Mentioned because... 

of Palladio's influence on George 
Maher is The Perfect House, a Jour- 
ney with the Renaissance by Witold 
Rybezynski. "Skillfully constructed 
to provide depth, coverage and fo- 
cus," said a New York Times critic in 
late September. Specs: 266 pages, 
some illustrations, Scribner, New 
York, $25. See the Parmelee House 
section in this issue. 


Prairie coming 

The first issue will be published in 
November 2002. The Mahers will be 
part of it. Watch for houses in 
Chicago's Beverly neighborhood and 
Interlachen school in Indiana. Ifyou - 
haven't signed on, a brochure is en- 
closed. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly 
Volume 12, Issue 3. Three issues. 
2002 index in 2003. Donald M. 
Aucutt, editor, 413 Jackson 
Street, Sauk City, Wisconsin 
53583. Tel 608-643-0113. email 
donjohn@chorus.net. www: http:/ 
/userpages.itis.com/donjohn/ 
maher.html; order form missing. 


Subscription $21 for 2002. Cal- 


endar year volumes. ISSN 1084- 
3469. 
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